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Former campaign adviser for President Donald Trump, Roger Stone accompanied by his wife Nydia Stone, left, arrives at federal court in Washington, Thursday, Feb. 
21,2019. Associated Press 
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Sanctions could ease with greatly reduced North Korea threat 


By DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. will not move to ease 
economic sanctions on 
North Korea until it is con¬ 
fident that the nuclear 
weapons threat from 
Pyongyang has been “sub¬ 
stantially reduced,” Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
said on Thursday. 

Pompeo didn’t elaborate, 
but his comment seemed 
to leave open the possibil¬ 
ity that sanctions relief was 
possible short of complete 
and verifiable denuclear¬ 
ization of the Korean Pen¬ 
insula. Pompeo told NBC's 
“Today" that he hopes 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un will make good 
on his pledge to give up his 
nuclear weapons during his 
second meeting with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump next 
week in Vietnam. 

But a senior administra¬ 
tion official said the U.S. is 
still not sure if North Korea 
has decided to give up its 
nuclear weapons. Asked if 
North Korea was negotiat¬ 
ing in good faith, the offi¬ 
cial said the nations are in a 



In this Jan. 25, 2019 photo. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
talks at the State Department in Washington. In this Jan. 25, 
2019 photo. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo talks at the State 
Department in Washington. 


genuine negotiation, and it 
will take time to “tease out” 
exactly what is Kim’s full 
commitment. 

The official, who is familiar 
with the talks and spoke 
only on condition of ano¬ 
nymity, also said that re¬ 
ducing the 28,500 U.S. 
troops stationed in South 
Korea has not been a topic 
of the talks. 

There has been discussion, 
however, about using the 
summit as a venue to de¬ 
clare the end of the Kore- 
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an War — something that 
Kim has sought. The fighting 
ended with an armistice 
in July 1953. That armistice 
has yet to be replaced with 
a peace treaty, leaving the 
peninsula in a technical 
state of war. 

Pompeo said he didn't 
want to get into the de¬ 
tails about what either side 
was willing to offer to make 
progress in the talks. 

“The American people 
should know we have the 
toughest economic sanc¬ 


tions that have ever been 
placed on North Korea 
and we won’t release that 
pressure until such time 
as we’re confident we’ve 
substantially reduced that 
risk,” Pompeo said, add¬ 
ing that he hopes the two 
leaders will take a “truly his¬ 
toric step forward” at their 
meeting in Hanoi. 

Asked if the U.S. was willing 
to compromise on its goal 
of complete, verifiable de¬ 
nuclearization of the Kore¬ 
an Peninsula, Pompeo said: 
“To keep the American 
people safe, we have to re¬ 
duce the threat from a nu¬ 
clear-armed North Korea 
and then, in turn, we can 
work on peace and secu¬ 
rity on the peninsula and a 
brighter future for the North 
Korean people.” 

Some lawmakers and North 
Korea experts worry that 
Trump will grant too many 
concessions to Kim with¬ 
out making him honor his 
pledge to give up his nu¬ 
clear weapons. 

They note that Kim still has 
a stockpile of nuclear war¬ 
heads and ballistic missiles 
and the ability to produce 


the uranium or plutonium 
needed to make more. Kim 
has not yet signed any deal 
to denuclearize his nation, 
and commercial satellite 
images indicate that he's 
actually moving forward 
with his program. 

“There are ample reasons 
to be skeptical that Chair¬ 
man Kim is committed to a 
nuclear-free North Korea” 
the Democratic chairmen 
of the House Armed Servic¬ 
es, Intelligence and Foreign 
Affairs committees wrote in 
a letter to Trump on Thurs¬ 
day. Reps. Adam Smith of 
Washington, Adam Schiff 
of California and Eliot Engel 
of New York, respectively, 
accused the White House 
of cutting off congressio¬ 
nal access to intelligence 
about North Korea’s weap¬ 
ons and withholding infor¬ 
mation about the talks from 
Congress. 

“A summit that amounts 
to little more than spec¬ 
tacle will further erode the 
public confidence and 
the credibility of the United 
States, an outcome that 
we all wish to avoid,” they 
wrote.□ 
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Judge imposes gag order on Trump confidant Stone after post 



Former campaign adviser for President Donald Trump, 
Roger Stone, leaves federal court Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019, in 
Washington. 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

federal judge issued a 
broad gag order forbid¬ 
ding Roger Stone to dis¬ 
cuss his criminal case with 
anyone and gave him a 
stinging reprimand Thurs¬ 
day over the longtime 
Trump confidant's posting 
of a photo of the judge 
with what appeared to be 
crosshairs of a gun. 

She promised to throw him 
behind bars if he violates 
the court order in any way. 
U.S. District Judge Amy Ber¬ 
man Jackson said that it 
would be “foolhardy” for 
her not to take any ac¬ 
tion over the Instagram 
post and that Stone would 
“pose a danger” to others 
in the case if the conditions 
of his release weren’t modi¬ 
fied to include a gag order. 
“Roger Stone fully under¬ 
stands the power of words 
and the power of symbols 
and there’s nothing am¬ 
biguous about crosshairs," 
the judge said. “How hard 
was it to come up with a 
photo that didn’t have a 
crosshairs in the corner?" 
she quipped at one point. 
Stone has pleaded not 
guilty to charges he lied 
to Congress, engaged in 
witness tampering and ob¬ 
structed a congressional in¬ 
vestigation into possible co¬ 
ordination between Russia 
and Donald Trump’s 2016 
presidential campaign. 
The charges stem from 
conversations he had dur¬ 
ing the campaign about 
WikiLeaks, the anti-secrecy 
group that released mate¬ 
rial stolen from Democratic 
groups, including Hillary 
Clinton's campaign. 

The political operative and 
self-described dirty trick¬ 
ster is the sixth Trump aide 
or adviser charged in spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler's investigation. He was 
arrested last month and 
has remained free on a 
$250,000 personal recog¬ 
nizance bond. Stone has 
maintained his innocence 
and blasted the special 
counsel’s investigation as 
politically motivated. 

During Thursday’s tense 
and animated hearing in 
federal court in Washing¬ 
ton, Stone took the witness 


stand to try to explain his 
Instagram post and apolo¬ 
gize to the judge, repeat¬ 
edly telling her he had 
made an egregious and 
inexcusable mistake. 
“Thank you, but the apol¬ 
ogy rings quite hollow,” she 
shot back before instituting 
the gag order. 

The judge said she doubt¬ 
ed Stone had learned his 
lesson and it was clear he 
needed “clear boundar¬ 
ies” about what he can 
and can’t say to prevent 
potential jurors from being 
prejudiced. 

She said she was not reas¬ 
sured by “the defense sug¬ 
gestion that Mr. Stone is all 
talk and no action and this 
is all a big mistake." “No, 
Mr. Stone, I am not giving 
you another chance,” she 
said. The 66-year-old Stone 
said the image had been 
selected by a volunteer 
who was working for him, 
though he couldn’t say 
who picked the photo or 
list the five or six volunteers 
who have been working for 
him when he was asked by 
prosecutors. 

He said he had several 
photos to choose from and 
posted the image himself 
to his profile. 

“You had a choice?” the 
judge interjected. 

Stone said he picked the 
photo “randomly,” a sug¬ 
gestion the judge almost 
immediately dismissed. 

“It was an egregious mis¬ 
take. I obviously wish I 
could do it over again, but I 
cannot,” Stone said. “I rec¬ 
ognize I let the court down, 

I let you down, I let myself 
down. ... It was a momen¬ 
tary lapse in judgment.” 

He has said the photo was 
“misinterpreted,” the sym¬ 
bol was actually the Celtic 
cross, not crosshairs of a 
gun, and he was not trying 
to threaten the judge. 

Last week. Judge Jackson 
had implemented a lim¬ 
ited order that prevented 
Stone from discussing his 
case near the courthouse 
and generally prohibited 
his lawyers, prosecutors 
and witnesses from mak¬ 
ing public comments that 
could “pose a substantial 
likelihood" of prejudicing 
potential jurors. But that or¬ 
der stopped short of impos¬ 


ing a broad ban on public 
comments, as Thursday’s 
order does. 

After Stone posted and 
then deleted the photo 
on Instagram, the judge 
ordered him to return to 
Washington and appear in 
court for Thursday’s hear¬ 
ing. He and his lawyers filed 
a notice with the court that 
said they recognized the 
photo was “improper and 
should not have been post¬ 
ed.” 

Stone’s lawyers argued, 
unsuccessfully, that plac¬ 
ing any limits on his public 
comments would infringe 
on his constitutionally pro¬ 
tected right to free speech. 
His attorney, Bruce Rogow, 
said Stone's post was inex¬ 
cusable but argued his cli¬ 
ent should have another 


chance to comply with the 
judge’s initial gag order. 
Special counsel Mueller's 
team has been dwindling 
in recent weeks and law¬ 
yers from the U.S. attorney’s 
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office in Washington were 
assigned to Stone's case 
from the beginning, which 
could be an indication that 
Mueller is planning to hand 
off the investigation.^ 
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Wisconsin Democrats 
file fourth lawsuit 
against lame-duck law 



In this Jan. 22,2019, file photo Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers addresses a joint session of the Legislature 
in the Assembly chambers during the Governor's State of the State speech at the state Capitol in 
Madison, Wis. 


By TODD RICHMOND 
Associated Press 
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — The 

Wisconsin Democratic Par¬ 
ty filed a lawsuit Thursday 
alleging a lame-duck law 
Republicans passed to limit 
Gov. Tony Evers’ powers is 
meant to retaliate against 
his supporters in violation of 
the U.S. Constitution. 

The party filed the lawsuit 
in federal court in Madison. 
The action is the fourth le¬ 
gal challenge to the lame- 
duck measure since former 
Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker signed it into law 
in December, including 
a union lawsuit that Evers 
joined. 

“(The law) was bald-faced 
undermining of the incom¬ 
ing administration,” the 
Democratic Party’s chair¬ 
woman, Martha Laning, 
told reporters on a confer¬ 
ence call. “The will of the 
people is the law of the 
land and it's about time 
Republicans start respect¬ 
ing that.” 

Assembly Republican 


Speaker Robin Vos said 
during a luncheon in Madi¬ 
son that he wasn’t surprised 
Democrats were filing an¬ 
other lawsuit challenging 
the law. 

“I am confident when a 
court, a fair court has an 
opportunity to look at it we 
are going to win," Vos said. 
Republican lawmakers 
passed the law in a messy 
all-night session in Decem¬ 
ber. The measure prohibts 
Evers from ordering Demo¬ 
cratic Attorney General 
Josh Kaul to withdraw Wis¬ 
consin from lawsuits with¬ 
out legislative permission, a 
move designed to ensure 
Evers can't yank the state 
out of a multistafe lawsuit 
challenging the Affordable 
Care Act. 

The law also prohibits Kaul 
from settling lawsuits with¬ 
out legislative approval 
and shifts money won in 
settlements from Kaul's of¬ 
fice to the state's general 
fund. If also allows legisla¬ 
tors to intervene in cases 
using their own attorneys. 


unshackling GOP lawmak¬ 
ers from any Kaul stances 
they don’t approve. 

Other provisions limit the 
window for early in-person 
voting and require state 
agencies to take down 
publications explaining 
state law by July unless they 
send all the documents 
through a new process that 
includes a public comment 
period. 

The new lawsuit names 
Democratic campaign 


workers as well as a voter 
who supported Evers and 
Kaul as plaintiffs. The fil¬ 
ing names as defendants 
a host of GOP lawmakers, 
including Vos and Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Scott 
Fitzgerald, as well Evers 
and Kaul. 

The lawsuit alleges the 
lame-duck law violates 
the U.S. Constitution’s free 
speech and equal protec¬ 
tion guarantees. The stat¬ 
utes amount to retaliation 
against the Democratic 
workers and voters for their 
political viewpoint, elimi¬ 
nating their ability to en¬ 
act policies they support 
through Evers and Kaul 
and diluting their votes, the 
filing argues. 

“(The law's) discrimina¬ 
tory terms and application 
serve no compelling, con- 
tent-neutral government 
interest,” the lawsuit said. 
Five labor unions, includ¬ 
ing the Service Employees 
International Union, and 
a group of liberal-leaning 
organizations led by the 
League of Women Vot¬ 
ers filed separate lawsuits 
challenging the law in state 
court last month. 

The unions argue that the 
law steals power from the 
executive branch and 
transfers it to the Legis¬ 
lature in violation of the 
separation of powers doc¬ 
trine. They also contend 
that state agencies won't 
be able to update their 
guidance documents by 
July 1, resulting in tens of 
thousands of publications 
explaining everything from 
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how the Division of Mo¬ 
tor Vehicles works to forms 
laying out child support 
eligibility. The liberal groups 
allege the Legislature im¬ 
properly convened to pass 
the law. 

Evers and Kaul are named 
as defendants in each of 
those lawsuits. Evers on 
Wednesday filed an af¬ 
fidavit in the union lawsuit 
saying he agrees with their 
position and calling the law 
a “transparent and rushed 
attempt to stymie the in¬ 
coming administrations.” 
The governor hasn’t taken 
a position yet on the liberal 
groups’ lawsuit. 

Kaul has declined to de¬ 
fend fhe stafe in bofh law¬ 
suits. He says his office has 
a substantial interest in the 
outcome and that there’s 
a conflict if he represents 
the law’s Republican au¬ 
thors. His spokeswoman, 
Gillian Drummond, didn’t 
immediately respond to an 
email asking if he'll take the 
same position in the Demo¬ 
cratic Party's lawsuit. 
Republicans have hired 
their own attorneys to de¬ 
fend fhem in the lawsuits. 
Liberal advocacy group 
One Wisconsin Now per¬ 
suaded U.S. District Judge 
James Peterson in Janu¬ 
ary to strike down sections 
of the lame-duck law that 
restricted early in-person 
voting. The ruling came 
as part of a larger lawsuit 
challenging Republican- 
authored voting laws. The 
case is currently before 
the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals.^ 
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Snowman pops up in Vegas as city sees rare winter weather 


zona. 

Snowstorms also blan¬ 
keted other parts of the 


Drought Monitor. 

In Nevada, snow delayed 
flights at McCarran airport 


sey, everyone stays inside. 
When it snows in Las Vegas, 
everyone goes outside and 



A man, who declined to give his name, takes a picture of a small snowman at the “Welcome to 
Fabulous Las Vegas” sign along the Las Vegas Strip, Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019, in Las Vegas. 
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By KEN RITTER and MICHELLE 
L. PRICE 

Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Winter 
storms in the U.S. Southwest 
brought rare snowfall Thurs¬ 
day to the Las Vegas Strip, 
dusting casino marquees 
and prompting revelers to 
erect a snowman near the 
famous “Welcome to Fab¬ 
ulous Las Vegas" sign. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice reported the first sig¬ 
nificant snowfall at McCar¬ 
ran International Airport in 
a decade with 0.8 inches 
(2 centimeters) falling by 
Thursday afternoon. 

“We expected cold, but 
not snow,” tourist Lila de 
Guerrero said after taking 
a photo at the Las Vegas 
sign wearing a puffer coat 
and hat. De Guerrero, who 
is visiting from El Salvador, 
said it was the first time she 
had ever seen snow. 
German tourist Daniela Hu¬ 
ber said she was surprised 
that her vacation to the 
desert wasn’t much of an 
escape from winter. 

“We thought it was strange 
because we came from 
Germany, where it snows 
all the time,” she said. 

Some suburban foothill ar¬ 
eas near Las Vegas were 
pillowy white after getting 
several inches of snow. 

On the casino-lined Las 
Vegas Strip, the snow was 
fleeting, melting faster than 
a bad gamblers' luck. 
Outside the city, authorities 
closed portions of the main 
routes from Las Vegas fo 
Los Angeles and Phoenix 
because of snow, ice and 
limited visibility. 

About 50 miles of Interstate 
15 closed from Primm, Ne¬ 
vada, to Baker, California. 
The Nevada Department 
of Transportation reported 
a 22-mile line of cars and 
trucks backed up on U.S. 
93 between Boulder City, 
Nevada, and Kingman, Ari¬ 


Southwest, further easing 
drought conditions while 
clogging traffic in Califor¬ 
nia, and forcing the closure 
of Interstate 40 and an air¬ 
port in Flagstaff, Arizona. 
Barney Helmick, director 
of the Flagstaff Pulliam Air¬ 
port, said its only runway 
closed when the visibility 
level hit zero. 

Intense snow also forced 
the closure of schools and 
businesses in the region. 
Snow coated large areas 
of the desert outside Los 
Angeles and left traffic 
stalled near Joshua Tree 
National Park. 

Wet weather this winter has 
almost washed drought 
conditions out of Califor¬ 
nia, according fo the U.S. 


and traffic on highways. 
“We don’f have snow¬ 
plows,” airporf spokeswom¬ 
an Christine Crews said as 
she tallied about 100 flight 
cancellations because of 
snow and ice. 

“But we have airfield main¬ 
tenance vehicles and 
sweepers ready to go." 
Some flight delays reached 
more than two hours, the 
Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration said. 

Attorney Al Lasso, who 
moved to Las Vegas from 
New Jersey 25 years ago, 
snapped a photo of a ruler 
standing in 7 inches (17.8 
centimeters) of snow on his 
back patio in the foothill 
community of Summerlin. 
“When it snows in New Jer¬ 


makes snow angels,” Lasso 
said during his slow, 15-mile 


commute into the city. 

“A lot of people have nev¬ 
er seen snow here.” 
Forecasters say the snow¬ 
fall could reach 3 inches 
by Friday on western and 
southern outskirts of the 
city, but rain could reduce 
accumulation. 

McCarran airport recorded 
3.6 inches (9.1 centimeters) 
on Dec. 17, 2008. 

Las Vegas schools were 
open, but the Clark County 
School District canceled 
after-school programs in 
anticipation of freezing 
conditions on the roads. 
Nevada Trooper Jason Bu- 
ratczuk said he saw almost 
a foot of accumulated 
snow in some suburban 
areas, and chains were re¬ 
quired for vehicles on the 
main highway through a 
mountain pass between 
Las Vegas and Pahrump. 
The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice issued a winter weath¬ 
er advisory for the Las Ve¬ 
gas metropolitan area until 
early Friday morning. 

Rain showers were expect¬ 
ed throughout the after¬ 
noon. But as temperatures 
drop closer to freezing later 
Thursday, more snow could 
fall, mefeorologist Jenn 
Varian said. □ 
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Evictions, rent hikes push Oregon to statewide rent control 



In this photo taken Wednesday, Feb. 20,2019, a committee of the Oregon House of Representatives 
debates a bill in Salem, Ore., that would make Oregon the first state to impose mandatory rent 
controls statewide. 


By ANDREW SELSKY 
Associated Press 
SALEM, Ore. (AP) — Faced 
with a housing shortage 
and skyrocketing rents, Or¬ 
egon is poised to become 
the first state to impose 
mandatory rent controls, 
with a measure establishing 
tenant protections moving 
swiftly through the Legisla¬ 
ture. 

Many residents have testi¬ 
fied in favor of the legisla¬ 
tion, describing anxiety 
and hardship as they face 
higher rents. Some have 
gone up by as much as al¬ 
most 100 percent — forcing 
people to move, stay with 
friends or even live in their 
vehicles. 

The Oregon housing short¬ 
age is getting worse be¬ 
cause of a big influx of 
people moving to the state 
— lured by the state’s job 
opportunities and its for¬ 
ests, mountains, coastline 
and relaxed lifestyle. Many 
move from California, 
where the cost of living is 
offen more expensive. 
Cities across the West Coast 
are struggling with soaring 
housing prices and a grow¬ 
ing homelessness problem. 
The small southern Oregon 
city of Medford recently 
authorized churches to of¬ 
fer car camping for the 
homeless on their park¬ 
ing lots. A state legisla¬ 
tive House committee on 
Wednesday backed the 
measure, sending it to the 
full chamber for a vote as 


soon as next week. The 
state Senate passed it last 
week. “I look forward fo 
signing the bill," said Brown, 
a Democrat. 

The committee rejected 
an amendment that would 
have exempted cities with 
populations under 150,000 
and another that would 
have delayed the mea¬ 
sure from becoming law 
until Jan. 1, 2020, instead 
of immediately after Brown 
signs it. “We’ve waited too 
long as it is, and there are 
too many people living in 
tents. It is an emergency,” 
said Rep. Tawna Sanchez, 
a Portland Democrat and 


member of the House 
Committee on Human Ser¬ 
vices and Housing that en¬ 
dorsed the legislation. 
Lawmakers said Oregon 
will be a pioneer in state¬ 
wide rent control if the 
measure becomes law. 
New York has a statewide 
rent control law but cities 
can choose whether to 
participate. 

California restricts the abil¬ 
ity of cities to impose rent 
control. Last November, 
voters defeated a ballot 
initiative that would have 
overturned that law. 
“Homelessness and afford¬ 
ability have no boundar- 
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ies," said Rep. Mark Meek, 
a Democrat from a Port¬ 
land suburb. “We’re going 
to be leading the nation 
now with this legislation.” 
Oregon’s measure prohib¬ 
its landlords from terminat¬ 
ing month-to-month leases 
without cause after 12 
months of occupancy and 
limits rent hikes to once per 
year. Those increases are 
limited to 7 percent above 
the annual change in the 
consumer price index. 
Landlords can terminate 
tenancies only with 90 days’ 
written notice and pay¬ 
ment of one month’s rent, 
with exemptions in some 


cases. A landlord can re¬ 
fuse to renew a fixed-term 
lease if the tenant receives 
three lease violation warn¬ 
ings within 12 months and 
the landlord gives 90 days' 
notice. 

The Oregon Rental Housing 
Association, which repre¬ 
sents small-scale landlords, 
said the measure protects 
good tenants while not 
encouraging landlords to 
leave the business and in¬ 
vest their money elsewhere. 
“I believe most landlords 
will be able to adapt and 
operate within the param¬ 
eters," said Jim Straub, the 
group’s legislative director. 
Eric Lint, who lives in Bend, 
one of the fastest-growing 
cities in the U.S., urged 
lawmakers to pass the pro¬ 
tections because of spiral¬ 
ing rents. The medical lab 
where he works is chroni¬ 
cally understaffed because 
potential hires say there is a 
lack of affordable housing. 
Lint said his hourly pay has 
risen 8 percent over five 
years. Meanwhile, his rent 
has increased 66 percent. 
He plans to move away 
in the fall but did not say 
where in his testimony. 
Anna Pena, a senior at the 
University of Oregon in Eu¬ 
gene who works full fime, 
described living in a house 
smaller than 1,200 square 
feet (111 square meters) 
with five roommates and 
spending over half her in¬ 
come on rent that then in¬ 
creased by 15 percent.v 


Feds: El Chapo’s sons indicted on drug conspiracy charges 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 

sons of notorious drug lord 
Joaquin “El Chapo" Guz¬ 
man have been indicted 
on drug conspiracy charg¬ 
es, the Justice Department 
said Thursday. 

Joaquin Guzman Lopez, 34, 
and Ovidio Guzman Lopez, 
28, are charged in a sin¬ 
gle-count indictment that 
was unsealed last week in 
Washington. 

Prosecutors allege the two 
brothers conspired to dis¬ 
tribute cocaine, metham- 
phetamine and marijuana 
into the U.S. from Mexico 



In this Jan. 8, 2016 file photo, a handcuffed Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman is made to face the press as he is escorted to a 
helicopter by Mexican soldiers and marines at a federal hangar 
in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 


and elsewhere in the world 
from 2008 to 2018. They are 
both believed to be living 
in Mexico and remain fugi¬ 
tives. 

During a trial that lasted 
more than three months, 
prosecutors portrayed El 
Chapo as the calculating 
leader of a bloodthirsty 
smuggling operation that 
tunneled tons of cocaine 
and other drugs into Ameri¬ 
can cities. The offenses 
could put him behind bars 
for fhe rest of his life. Pros¬ 
ecutors have said Guz¬ 
man, who twice escaped 
from prison in Mexico and 
was extradited to the U.S. 


last year for his trial, had 
amassed a multibillion-dol- 
lar fortune smuggling tons 
of cocaine and other drugs 
in a vast supply chain that 
reached well north of the 
border. 

His lawyers raised concerns 
of potenfial juror miscon¬ 
duct after a juror told VICE 
News that several mem¬ 
bers of the panel looked 
at media coverage of the 
case and followed Twitter 
feeds of reporters, against 
a judge's orders, making 
them aware of potentially 
prejudicial material that 
jurors weren’t supposed to 
see.Q 
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Police: Texas man confessed in hammer death of daughter, 2 



This undated photo provided by the Orange County Sheriff's 
Office shows Yovahnis Roque. 


ORANGE, Texas (AP) — A 

Southeast Texas man ac¬ 
cused of bludgeoning his 
2-year-old daughter to 
death with a hammer was 
naked and blood-stained 
when he told police offi¬ 
cers he had killed the tod¬ 
dler, according to an affi¬ 
davit. 

An officer's body camera 
captured 26-year-old Yo¬ 
vahnis Roque confessing 
Tuesday in the death of his 


Associated Press 

child at their home in Or¬ 
ange, near the Louisiana 
border, according to the 
police affidavit. Roque was 
arrested and charged with 
capital murder. 

Roque lived with his mother 
at the house and it was she 
who found the girl’s body 
and called police. 

Officers found Roque 
“completely covered in 
blood” and discovered the 
girl’s body in a closet, the 


Study finds spike 
in Pennsylvania child 
abuse-related deaths 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — A 

state study released Thurs¬ 
day found the number of 
Pennsylvania children killed 
or nearly killed after abuse 
had occurred spiked re¬ 
cently, increases likely 
driven by a new definition 
of abuse and an uptick in 
its reporting in the wake of 
the Jerry Sandusky and Ro¬ 
man Catholic clergy child 
sexual abuse scandals. 

The state Human Services 
Department report into 
fatalities and near fatali¬ 
ties during 2015 and 2016 
showed both types of re¬ 
ports were up sharply af¬ 
ter being fairly level for the 
preceding six years. 

The number of substanti¬ 
ated fatalities and near fa¬ 
talities ranged between 80 
and 92 from 2009 through 
2014. In 2016, that number 
was 127. 

The study attributes the 
rise in part to revisions to 
the state Child Protective 


Service Law that took ef¬ 
fect at the end of 2014 be¬ 
cause the state expanded 
the definition of abuse, 
who can be considered a 
perpefrafor, and who musf 
report suspected abuse. 
Those legislative changes 
were adopted in response 
to the Sandusky and cleri¬ 
cal abuse scandals. 

During the 2014-16 period, 
the number of calls to the 
ChildLine system for re¬ 
porting suspected abuse 
in Pennsylvania increased 
by about 50 percent, from 
nearly 30,000 to more than 
44,000. A team that ana¬ 
lyzed the data for the state 
recommended Pennsylva¬ 
nia provide more support 
for county-level death re¬ 
view teams and expand 
education about child 
abuse deaths for schools, 
police and fhose who pro¬ 
vide behavioral health and 
substance abuse disorder 
treatment. □ 


affidavit says. Orange po¬ 
lice Capt. Robert Enmon 
has described it as the most 
horrific crime he’s dealt 
with in his 29-year career, 
calling it “the crime scene 
of nightmares.” 

In court Wednesday, a 
judge was explaining the 
capital murder charge 
when Roque exclaimed: 
“The government made 


me do it.” He was ordered 
to be held on $2 million 
bond in the Orange Coun¬ 
ty jail. Online jail records 
don’t show whether he has 
an attorney to speak on his 
behalf. 

Enmon said Thursday that 
authorities investigated a 
disturbance at the house 
several months earlier, but 
that the call didn’t appear 


to involve the child. Roque 
and the child previously 
lived in Florida. A friend of 
the suspect, Abner San¬ 
tiago, told the Beaumont 
Enterprise that he received 
a series of messages from 
Roque on Tuesday, includ¬ 
ing one in which he told his 
friend to start digging be¬ 
cause there was going to 
be “an all-out war.” □ 
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Abuse victims: Italian law helps bishops dodge investigation 


Survivor of sex abuse Francesco Zanardi, flanked by Mark Rozzi, 
holds a book titled Divine Justice, reporting on how the Vatican 
covers up cases of priests who sexually abused, during a press 
conference at the Italian Lower Chamber press hall in Rome, 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019. 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — U.S. and Ital¬ 
ian advocates for victims 
of pedophile priests are 
pressing for Italy to over¬ 
haul legislation that allows 
bishops to dodge account¬ 
ability for predator clergy in 
the predominantly Roman 
Catholic country where 
the church wields consider¬ 
able political influence. 

A U.S. state legislator joined 
an Italian lawmaker and 
American and Italian vic¬ 
tims of pedophile clergy at 
the Italian Parliament on 
Thursday to put a spotlight 
on what they described as 
significant gaps in how the 
Italian justice system han¬ 
dles the problem. 
Francesco Zanardi, who 
heads an Italian survivors’ 
advocacy group, said Italy 
must revise its 1929 Lateran 
Treaty with the Holy See. 
He noted that under that 
agreement, bishops can 
refuse to respond to magis¬ 
trates investigating their al¬ 
leged roles in hiding pedo¬ 
phile crimes by priests. 

Thus, as long as they per¬ 
sonally are not being inves¬ 
tigated for abuse, bishops 


“have the right to refuse 
to answer questions from 
the judiciary," Zanardi told 
a news conference in the 
Chamber of Deputies, Par¬ 
liament's lower house. 

The same treaty, he noted, 
also requires magistrates 
to inform church hierarchy 
they have started investi¬ 
gations of priests, effective¬ 
ly giving bishops more time 
to possibly discourage wit¬ 
nesses or victims from com¬ 
ing forward. 

Italian law doesn’t require 


Associated Press 

bishops to denounce cases 
of abuse by clergy, Zanardi 
said. 

“There is a legislative vacu¬ 
um,” he said. 

The Catholic church holds 
a privileged place in Ital¬ 
ian society and wields sig¬ 
nificant influence in poli¬ 
tics. Parishes in small towns 
and big cities alike run 
after-school and weekend 
recreation programs for 
youngsters, since public 
schools don’t offer them. 
That gives priests easy ac¬ 
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cess to minors. 

A U.S. advocate for ac¬ 
countability for pedophile 
priests noted that the Amer¬ 
ican Catholic church was 
forced to “be more trans¬ 
parent” after victims came 
forward as adults when 
several states opened win¬ 
dows on statutes of limi¬ 
tations. That nudged U.S. 
bishops to adopt a “zero 
tolerance" policy toward 
abusive priests. 

But the Italian church still 
allows itself to be guid¬ 
ed by canon law, which 
“gives the priest a second 
chance” and “leaves it to 
the bishop’s discretion” on 
whether a priest should be 
punished or removed from 
children, said Anne Barrett 
Doyle, co-director of Bish- 
opAccountability.org. 
Earlier this month, Italy was 
taken to task by the U.N. 
Committee on the Rights 
of the Child for its failure to 
properly police the Catho¬ 


lic church . The committee 
called for an independent 
inquiry into what it said was 
the abnormally low number 
of investigations and pros¬ 
ecutions of child sex abuse 
committed by priests. 

With priests considered re¬ 
spected figures in Italian 
society, the words of Penn¬ 
sylvania state Rep. Mark 
Rozzi sounded unusually 
blunt when he told how he 
was raped by a priest when 
he was 13, and how every 
time he showers, he still 
shudders at that memory. 
As he has campaigned in 
his home state, Rozzi urged 
Italian lawmakers to open 
up windows of opportu¬ 
nity in statutes of limitations 
so adults can denounce 
abuse suffered as children. 
Rozzi drew on his own ex¬ 
perience when he won¬ 
dered aloud whether a 
13-year-old would know 
what is meant by a statute 
of limitations. a 


Spain: Pro-secession 
protesters block roads in 
Catalonia 


By JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 

Protesters backing Catalo¬ 
nia’s secession from Spain 
clashed with police and 
blocked roads across the 
northeastern region Thurs¬ 
day during a student and 
worker strike over the trial 
of a dozen separatist lead¬ 
ers. 

Regional police said four 
people were arrested 
when officers met resis¬ 
tance while trying to clear 
groups of protesters who 
had stopped traffic. The re¬ 
gional emergency service 
said 37 people were treat¬ 
ed for minor injuries. 

Twelve officers were also 
injured in the clashes, ac¬ 
cording to police. Protest¬ 
ers threw rocks at police 
lines and burned tires on 
some highways. 

Regional transportation 
authorities said the protests 
disrupted traffic on main 
thoroughfares in Barcelona 
and affected travel on a 
half-dozen major highways 


and train lines elsewhere in 
Catalonia. 

The general strike was or¬ 
ganized by small unions of 
pro-independence work¬ 
ers and students. On pa¬ 
per, they were demanding 
improved social policies, 
including a 35-hour work 
week and a higher mini¬ 
mum wage. 

However, the protesters 
carried pro-secession flags 
and chanted slogans for 
the release of the 12 sepa¬ 
ratists who are on trial in 
Spain’s Madrid-based Su¬ 
preme Court for their roles 
in a 2017 independence 
declaration. 

In Barcelona, the region's 
capital, students in favor of 
secession held a mid-day 
march attended by 13,000 
people, according to city 
police. 

Tens of thousands more 
joined an evening march 
behind a banner that read 
“Self-determination is not 
a crime.” A grassroots pro¬ 
secession group, ANC, or¬ 
ganized the march. □ 
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UK acknowledges key trade deals won’t be ready by Brexit day 



Protestors in costumes with EU and Union flags demonstrate about the process of Brexit outside EU 
headquarters in Brussels, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — The Brit¬ 
ish government acknowl¬ 
edged Thursday that trade 
deals with major countries 
such as Japan and Tur¬ 
key will not be in place by 
the planned Brexit day of 
March 29, while the Euro¬ 
pean Union’s chief said he 
remains downbeat about 
Britain avoiding a chaotic 
departure from the bloc. 
Britain's international 

trade secretary, Liam Fox, 
claimed in 2017 that by the 
day the U.K. left the EU, the 
country would be in a posi¬ 
tion to continue the trade 
deals with 70 other nations 
it has as an EU member. 

But only a handful of the 
deals have been finalized, 
including one with the tiny 
Faroe Islands. 

As for the rest, Britain’s 
Department for Interna¬ 
tional Trade said Thursday 
“it remains our priority to 
conclude trade continu¬ 
ity agreements with these 


countries by exit day or as 
soon as possible thereaf¬ 
ter.” 

The most significant of the 
pending deals is with Ja¬ 


pan. A Japan-EU free-trade 
agreement took effect at 
the beginning of February, 
removing hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of euros (dollars) in du¬ 


ties paid by EU exporters to 
the Asian nation. 

A proposed U.K.-EU divorce 
agreement includes a 
21-month transition phase 


that would keep Britain op¬ 
erating under EU rules while 
the government works out 
future trade arrangements. 
Britain’s Parliament has re¬ 
jected the deal, and the 
government has failed to 
win concessions from the 
EU that lawmakers de¬ 
manded. 

EU Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker said 
Thursday that despite con¬ 
structive talks with British 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
on Wednesday night, he 
doesn’t have much hope a 
divorce agreement will be 
in place by March 29. 

A no-deal Brexit “will have 
terrible economic and so¬ 
cial consequences both 
in Britain and on the con¬ 
tinent," Juncker said at a 
EU conference, adding he 
was doing his utmost so 
“the worst can be avoid¬ 
ed." 

But he said, “I am not very 
optimistic when it comes to 
this issue. ”□ 


Estonians kick off online voting for March election 



In this file photo dated Sunday, March 1, 2015, people fill their 
ballot papers in voting booths at a polling station in Tallinn, 
Estonia. 

Associated Press 


By JARI TANNER 
Associated Press 
HELSINKI (AP) — Balloting 
has started for next month's 
general election in Estonia, 
an online voting pioneer, 
amid tight protective mea¬ 
sures a day after Microsoft 
warned that hackers linked 
to Russia had allegedly tar¬ 
geted democratic institu¬ 
tions in Europe. 

Kristi Kirsberg, media ad¬ 
viser to Estonia's electoral 
committee, said Thursday 
that the Baltic country — 
the first in the world to use 
online balloting for a na¬ 


tional election in 2005 — 
has trained candidates to 
properly secure their home 
pages and was closely 
tracking fake news and dis¬ 
information. 

Apart from educating can¬ 
didates on cyber threats, 
special attention has been 
given to protecting politi¬ 
cal parties’ websites, she 
said. 

Excluding “some minor 
Facebook postings,” no in¬ 
terference attempts have 
been reported. Kirsberg 
said Estonia's government 
agencies have set up hot¬ 


lines to major social media 
companies like Facebook, 
who are ready to assist 
election officials. 

“The State Chancellery 
has helped us to build ties 
with Facebook, Twitter and 
Google so that we can 
quickly inform them in case 
some kind of disinformation 
on the election starts to 
spread,” Kirsberg said. 

She said that one govern¬ 
ment official was fully fo¬ 
cused on monitoring do¬ 
mestic, Western and Rus¬ 
sian news sites as well as 
social media. □ 
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More than 150 IS militants handed over to Iraq from Syria 


we sent 50 trucks over,” said to approach or film them. The Iraqi security official, 
an SDF commander who A large convoy of coali- who spoke Thursday on 
goes by his nom de guerre, tion vehicles, armored and condition of anonymity in 



Children ride in the back of a truck that is part of a convoy evacuating hundreds out of the last 
territory held by Islamic State militants, in Baghouz, eastern Syria, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
OUTSIDE BAGHOUZ, Syria 
(AP) — U.S.-backed Syrian 
forces fighting the Islamic 
State group handed over 
more than 150 Iraqi mem¬ 
bers of the group to Iraq, 
an Iraqi security official said 
Thursday, marking the big¬ 
gest repatriation from Syria 
of captured militants so far. 
The official said the IS mili¬ 
tants were handed over to 
the Iraqi side late Wednes¬ 
day, and that they were 
now in a “safe place" un¬ 
der investigation. 

The transfer comes as the 
U.S.-backed Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces is involved in 
a standoff over the final 
sliver of land held by IS in 
eastern Syria, close to the 
Iraqi border. 

Many believe the IS threat 
won’t end with the pock¬ 
et's recapture and that an 
insurgency is underway. In 
a foreboding sign Thursday, 
the IS claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for back-to-back suicide 
attacks that hit a village 
miles away, leaving more 
than a dozen people dead 
in a rare targeting of civil¬ 
ians. 

A few hundred people — 
many of them women and 
terrified-looking children — 
were evacuated Wednes¬ 
day from the group's tiny 
tent camp on the banks 
of the Euphrates River, sig¬ 
naling an imminent end 
to the territorial rule of the 
militants’ self-declared 
“caliphate” that once 
stretched across a third of 
both Syria and Iraq. 

Some 300 IS militants, along 
with hundreds of civilians 
believed to be mostly their 
families, have been under 
siege for more than a week 
in the tent camp in the vil¬ 
lage of Baghouz. It wasn't 
clear how many civilians 
remain holed up inside, 
along with the militants. 
More trucks were sent in 
Thursday to the tip of a cor¬ 
ridor leading to the camp 
to evacuate more people, 
but Associated Press jour¬ 
nalists on the ground out¬ 
side Baghouz said no civil¬ 
ians emerged. 

“We thought more civilians 
will come out today and 


Aram. “We don’t know why 
they are not coming out.” 
Another SDF official said IS 
militants closed the roads 
so the civilians could not 
come out, citing an ab¬ 
sence of military pressure 
on the group as a possible 
reason. 

Nearly 20,000 people left 
through a humanitar¬ 
ian corridor on foot from 
the IS holdout earlier this 
month but the militants 
closed the passage and 
no civilians left for a week 
until Wednesday. The pres¬ 
ence of civilians and pos¬ 
sibly senior members of the 
militant group in Baghouz 
have slowed the group’s 
defeat. 

Hundreds of women and 
children from Wednesday’s 
evacuation could be seen 
in the middle of the desert 
on the way out of Baghouz, 
in what appeared to be a 
screening area in an open 
field. SDF fighters could be 
seen among them but jour¬ 
nalists were not allowed 


vans, headed in their direc¬ 
tion. 

The U.S.-led coalition de¬ 
clined to comment on the 
evacuation. 

The issue of captured for¬ 
eign fighters in Syria poses 
a major conundrum for Eu¬ 
ropean and other countries 
whose nationals have been 
imprisoned in Syria. The SDF 
is holding more than 900 
foreign fighters in prisons it 
runs in the country's north, 
many of them Iraqis and 
Europeans. 

The Kurdish-led SDF — and 
more recently President 
Donald Trump — have 
called on these countries 
to take back their nation¬ 
als. The SDF says it cannot 
afford to keep the cap¬ 
tured foreigners in Syria, but 
few of their countries want 
them back. 

Earlier this month, Iraqi 
Prime Minister Abdul-Mahdi 
said Iraq will take back all 
Iraqi IS militants in Syria, as 
well as thousands of their 
family members. 


line with regulations, said 
the SDF are holding more 
than 20,000 Iraqis suspect¬ 
ed of IS membership as 
well as their families in pris¬ 
ons and camps in northern 
Syria. 

An Iraqi intelligence official 
said among those were 
around 500 Iraqi IS fighters, 
adding that these will be 
transferred back home in 
batches. 

The intelligence official, 
who also spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity, said the 
first group of 150 was trans¬ 
ferred to Iraqi authorities 
aboard 16 pickup trucks 
Wednesday night and that 
they have been moved to 
the capital Baghdad for in¬ 
terrogation. 

An Alabama woman who 
joined IS in Syria also made 
headlines after the U.S. said 
Wednesday she won’t be 
allowed to return with her 
toddler son because she 
is not an American citizen. 
Her lawyer is challenging 
that claim. 


The 24-year-old Hoda Muth- 
ana has said she made a 
mistake and regrets align¬ 
ing herself with IS. She is 
now in a refugee camp in 
Syria along with others who 
fled the militants. 

On Thursday, back-to-back 
suicide car bombings in 
a market in Deir el-Zour 
province killed 14 civilians 
and an SDF fighter, a com¬ 
mander said. 

IS claimed responsibil¬ 
ity through its Amaq news 
agency and said the at¬ 
tack targeted an SDF ve¬ 
hicle. 

Adnan Afrin, of the SDF, said 
the two blasts went off in 
the village of Shahil, about 
10 kilometers (6 miles) from 
the al-Omar Oil Field base. 
He said two suicide bomb¬ 
ers stopped their cars and 
detonated their explosives 
in the market. 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights reported a 
car bomb that was deto¬ 
nated remotely as a con¬ 
voy that includes workers 
and technicians who work 
at the oil field was passing. 
The Britain-based war mon¬ 
itor said 20 were killed and 
others wounded. 

Also on Thursday, a French 
diplomatic official and an 
SDF official said they are 
trying to verify reports that 
Fabien Clain, a French¬ 
man who is one of Europe's 
most-wanted members of 
IS, was killed in an airstrike 
in Syria. 

Clain is considered a key 
figure in the 2015 attacks 
in Paris, and it was his voice 
that claimed responsibility 
in the name of Islamic State 
for the deadly onslaught in 
his home country. 

Neither official would be 
named given the ongoing 
verifications in Baghouz, 
and a U.S. military spokes¬ 
man said the coalition 
could not confirm the re¬ 
ports. 

The Baghouz pocket’s re¬ 
capture by U.S.-backed 
Syrian fighters would spell 
the territorial defeat of IS 
and allow Trump to be¬ 
gin withdrawing American 
troops from northern Syria, 
as he has pledged to do, 
opening a new chapter 
in Syria’s eight-year civil 
war.Q 
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Pacific typhoon expected to lash Guam with gusty wind, rain 



Jared Duenas fills up his pickup truck with gasoline in the village of Sinajana, Guam in preparation 
of a typhoon on Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019. 


By CALEB JONES 
GRACE GARCES BORDALLO 
Associated Press 
HAGATNA, Guam (AP) — A 

growing typhoon in the Pa¬ 
cific is heading toward the 
Mariana Islands and could 
lash Guam with strong 
winds, rain and surf this 
weekend. The U.S. National 
Weather Service in Guam 
reports Typhoon Wutip was 
packing 100 mph (161 kph) 
winds and will continue to 
intensify through Saturday. 
The storm was about 480 
miles (772 kilometers) south¬ 
east of Guam Friday. 
Typhoon warnings remain 
in place for parts of the 
Federated States of Micro¬ 
nesia, and tropical storm 
warnings are in effect for 
Guam and other nearby 
islands. The typhoon is ex¬ 
pected to track just south 
of Guam Saturday into 
Sunday. “When it's near 
Guam, (wind) will be up 
to 115 mph (185 kph), but 
we won't see that on the 
island,” said meteorologist 
Michael Ziobro of the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service in 
Guam. Wutip has typhoon- 
force winds extending 
about 35 miles (56 kilome¬ 
ters) from its center and 


tropical storm-force winds 
up to 150 miles (241 kilome¬ 
ters) away. Antoninette Ar¬ 
riola, a 48-year-old school 
aide, was doing laundry as 
part of her storm prepara¬ 
tions. “After the storm is 
over, a lot of people are 
going to be here washing, 
so we wanted to do it be¬ 
fore then.” 

She said she started her ty¬ 
phoon preparations earlier 
in the day. “We took off the 
tarp from outside our house 


that covers where we park, 
and we also bought some 
canned goods like Vienna 
sausage. Spam, corned 
beef, batteries, crackers, 
bread. We recently bought 
a small freezer so that we 
can put our ice and frozen 
meats in there.” 

Tyrone Quinata, 23, pur¬ 
chased coffee as his first 
storm preparation. He add¬ 
ed batteries for his flash¬ 
lights and radio. “I think 
we'll be fine," he said. 


Associated Press 

Chris Barcinas, 29, a heavy 
equipment operator, was 
filling his pickup truck with 
gasoline. He said he wasn’t 
worried about the typhoon. 
“I'm prepared. Guam’s 
strong. We know what ty¬ 
phoons are,” Barcinas said. 
“If it does come, I hope ev¬ 
eryone stays safe and they 
have a good time during 
the typhoon,” Barcinas 
added. 

The peak season for ty¬ 
phoons in the region is late 


summer into fall, but strong 
storms in the winter are not 
uncommon. 

“The Western Pacific is the 
only basin on the planet 
that has tropical cyclones 
year-round,” said meteo¬ 
rologist Tom Birchard of the 
National Weather Service 
in Honolulu. “It’s somewhat 
unusual, but it’s not outside 
the realm of expectation.” 
Something that was unusu¬ 
al about Wutip, Birchard 
said, was where it formed. 
“It formed at a very low lati¬ 
tude," Birchard said. “When 
you go to school and they 
teach you tropical meteo¬ 
rology, they tell you have 
to be more than 5 degrees 
from the equator for a trop¬ 
ical cyclone to form. Well 
this one formed at about 
3.5 degrees north.” 

A westerly wind burst near 
the equator spun up Wutip 
shortly after the same winds 
formed tropical cyclone 
Oma in the southern hemi¬ 
sphere, Birchard said. 
Westerly wind bursts in the 
area are often associated 
with El Nino weather pat¬ 
terns and can help create 
twin storms — one on ei¬ 
ther side of the equator, he 
saidO 


Daughter of ex-Mao secretary boycotts Communist-led memorial 



In this February 2009 photo released by Li Nanyang, Communist 
Party veteran Li Rui, left, chats with his daughter Li Nanyang at 
their home in Beijing. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — The daugh¬ 
ter of a Chinese Communist 
Party veteran boycotted his 
funeral Wednesday, calling 
it an improper tribute to a 
man who once worked for 
Mao Zedong but later be¬ 
came a fierce critic of the 
regime. 

Li Rui’s memorial was held 
at the Babaoshan Revolu¬ 
tionary Cemetery, where 
many high-ranking former 
officials are buried. His 
daughter Li Nanyang said 
the ceremony was against 
her father's wishes, which 
according to her were: to 


not have a memorial, to not 
be brought to Babaoshan, 
and to not be draped with 
the party flag. 

Li was 101 years old when 
he died of organ failure in 
Beijing last Saturday. 

He was “completely disap¬ 
pointed” by the party, his 
daughter said in a phone 
interview from her home in 
the U.S. He felt that China 
was devoid of freedom of 
speech and that corruption 
was rampant in a system 
which allowed Communist 
officials to get rich while or¬ 
dinary people's lives stag¬ 
nated, she said. 


“I believe that if my father's 
soul is in heaven, he will be 
crying at the sight” of his 
body covered by a party 
flag, Li Nanyang wrote in 
a statement to supporters. 
She said she chose not to 
attend the funeral in order 
to make her father's stance 
clear. 

“How hypocritical can you 
be?” she remarked, call¬ 
ing it “very ironic" that the 
leaders would appear to 
honor her father when his 
books are banned in main¬ 
land China. They give an in¬ 
side account of the party's 
tumultuous history.Q 
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Brigade of volunteers vow to bring aid to Venezuela’s needy 


By FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— As President Nicolas 
Maduro deploys missiles 
and infantrymen to Ven¬ 
ezuela's borders bracing 
for what he claims is U.S. 
coup plot disguised as hu¬ 
manitarian aid, his oppo¬ 
nents are rallying their own 
troops. Nurses, doctors, en¬ 
gineers and homemakers 
have volunteered by the 
thousands to distribute the 
food and medicine in the 
face of a government ban. 
The citizen brigade is one 
of the most ambitious un¬ 
dertakings Venezuela's 
opposition has attempted. 
The plan — to bring tons of 
food and medicine into the 
country for sick and mal¬ 
nourished Venezuelans — is 
in open defiance of Mad¬ 
uro, who considers it a for¬ 
eign military intervention. 
The volunteers anticipate 
running into roadblocks by 
soldiers who remain loyal 
to Maduro. They know that 
their chances of break¬ 
ing through are slim, but 
they're undaunted. 

“There’s a lot of concern 
about how it’s going to 
come into the country,” 
said Dr. Danny Golindano, 
speaking to a group of vol¬ 
unteers through a crackly 
microphone at a Caracas 
plaza. “As health providers, 
it’s our duty." 

The opposition plans to mo¬ 
bilize on Saturday. Leaders 
say they will make a first 
attempt to bring the emer¬ 
gency food and medicine 
across the border from 
Colombia, Brazil and the 
Caribbean island of Cu¬ 
racao, all of which have 
been blocked by the gov¬ 
ernment. Air and sea travel 
were halted from Curacao 
this week and the border 
with Brazil was ordered 
closed indefinitely on Thurs¬ 
day. Earlier this month, Ven¬ 


ezuelan troops barricaded 
the main bridge linking 
the country to the Colom¬ 
bian border city of Cucuta, 


where U.S. aid is stored. 

The opposition has not de¬ 
tailed how they will over¬ 
come those government 
obstacles. 

Opposition leader Juan 
Guaido, who has declared 
himself Venezuela's inter¬ 
im president to overthrow 
Maduro, has called on 
“caravans" of volunteers 
to help bring in and deliver 
the supplies to the needi¬ 
est Venezuelans. He’s re¬ 
peatedly called on soldiers 
to stand down and reject 
Maduro’s orders block¬ 
ing them, but large-scale 
defections haven’t ap¬ 
peared. 

Young and old, the army 
of aid volunteers answer¬ 
ing Guaido's call includes 
hospital orderlies, lawyers, 
psychologists, university 
students and retirees. So 
far, more than 800,000 vol¬ 
unteers have signed up to 


help through a designated 
website, organizers say. 
Galindano gathered doz¬ 
ens of volunteers one day 


this week at a tree-cov¬ 
ered Caracas plaza to give 
them instructions on the hu¬ 
manitarian aid. Holding a 
microphone, he explained 
the large-scale crisis crip¬ 
pling medical care, a reali¬ 
ty many have endured with 
their own families. 

Fired from a public hospi¬ 
tal in Caracas for reporting 
the deaths of eight cancer 
patients under unsanitary 
conditions, Galindano has 
turned to charity work to 
prevent more Venezuelans 
from dying due to lack of 
medicine and supplies. He 
now serves as a national 
coordinator for the Ven¬ 
ezuelan non-profit Doctors 
for Health. 

Addressing the crowd of 
volunteers, Galindano ex¬ 
plained that once the hu¬ 
manitarian aid enters Ven¬ 
ezuela, non-profit groups 
and churches will take the 


lead in distributing it. Four 
large hospitals will func¬ 
tion as collection centers 
and distribute it to regional 


health centers, he said. 
Alesia Santacroce, a law¬ 
yer and university profes¬ 
sor for the past 30 years, 
listened closely, saying she 
felt compelled to volunteer, 
although it’s unclear what 
role she will play. She and 
her mother already run a 
soup kitchen that provides 
free meals to 500 poor peo¬ 
ple every weekend. 

She’s among millions of 
Venezuelans filled with a 
renewed “great hope,” 
she said, since the 35-year- 
old Guaido catapulted 
onto the national stage 
last month and declared 
himself Venezuela's right¬ 
ful president — a move 
aimed at ending what he 
called Maduro's “tyranny,” 
and backed by the United 
States and dozens of other 
countries. 

"I’ll go wherever I have to 
go to help humanitarian 


aid get in,” she said. “I'll 
even go to the border.” 
Venezuela has been un¬ 
der 20 years of socialist 
rule, which critics blame for 
leading the once-wealthy 
oil nation to the brink of 
collapse. Hyperinflation 
and widespread shortages 
of food and medicine has 
driven at least 3 million to 
flee, while those staying 
behind struggle to afford 
scarce food and medicine. 
Maduro refuses to step 
down after being re¬ 
elected last year in a vote 
widely criticized as fraudu¬ 
lent because some popu¬ 
lar opposition candidates 
were barred from running. 
He says the United States is 
leading an economic war 
against Venezuela, and 
the humanitarian aid is part 
of a coup plot to overthrow 
him and rob the country of 
its oil wealth. 

The aid standoff has 
prompted billionaire Brit¬ 
ish mogul Richard Branson 
to organize a concert on 
Friday in Cucuta aimed at 
raising millions of dollars to 
help struggling Venezu¬ 
elans and open the bor¬ 
der. Maduro’s government 
responded by saying it will 
hold its own concert on the 
opposite side of the border. 
Opposition leader Roberto 
Patino, who is organizing 
the volunteers, said Satur¬ 
day’s initial foray to bring in 
the aid represents a “start¬ 
ing point.” If Maduro’s mili¬ 
tary blocks them, they will 
continue to press to open 
the humanitarian channel 
until they succeed, he said, 
adding that the citizen bri¬ 
gades will not try to force 
the aid into the country. 
“It's about appealing to the 
conscience of the armed 
forces and officials who are 
on the border," Patino said. 
“We are doing everything 
possible to minimize the 
possibilities of repression.”□ 



In this Feb. 19. 2019 photo, people fill forms to joint to the group of volunteers that will help to 
introduce humanitarian aid into Venezuela, during a meeting to recruit volunteers, at a square in 
Caracas, Venezuela. 

Associated Press 


Brazil’s Bolsonaro proposes raising pension retirement age 


Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazilian President Jair Bol¬ 
sonaro is presenting a pro¬ 
posal to make Brazilians 
work longer before they 
can receive a pension as 


part of an effort to rescue 
the troubled retirement sys¬ 
tem. 

The plan presented to Con¬ 
gress on Wednesday would 
increase the minimum re¬ 
tirement age to 65 for men 


and 62 for women. 
Currently, many workers 
can retire in their early 50s. 
Economists have long ar¬ 
gued that Brazil's pension 
system isn't sustainable 
because people are living 


much longer after retire¬ 
ment. 

As a congressman for 27 
years, Bolsonaro often vot¬ 
ed against proposals to re¬ 
form the pension system. 

He now says he was wrong 


to do that, and made pen¬ 
sion reform a central pillar 
of his campaign last year. 
Several attempts in recent 
years to curtail benefits 
have failed. □ 
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Hope for All, Green for Health 



by HopeAruba Movement 
NOORD — Aruba is a nation of hopeful individ¬ 
uals, who want the best for their island. It is a 
fact that the Social challenges facing our island 
affect us all in one way or another. Whether it 
is child abuse or neglect, domestic violence, 
life-controlling addictions, the high rate of high- 
school drop outs, increasing poverty, etc. etc., 
when one is affected, we are all affected. 


While we understand that it is the role of gov¬ 
ernment to be the primary catalyst in providing 
the framework, platform and financing for ad¬ 
dressing these social challenges, we also under¬ 
stand that the government is not necessarily the 
only agent to heal these issues. Understanding 
both our responsibility and privilege as citizens, 
whether individual or corporate, to play an ac¬ 
tive part in creating the future we want to see, 


is critical if we are to heal our nation. 

We must understand the severe consequences 
of the long-term mismanagement of Public Fi¬ 
nances and how this affects us all, directly or 
indirectly. 


Continued on Page 14 
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Hope for All, Green for Health 



Continued from Page 13 

Government financial aid for social organizations has 
dropped by more than 50% in the past years. So what are 
we to do? A group of citizens decided...we will start by 
taking responsibility! 

This prompted the birth of HopeAruba Movement's first 
Social Impact Business, Goshen Sustainable Develop¬ 
ment Corporation VBA and HopeAruba’s first Social Im¬ 
pact Vehicle under the HopeAruba Fundacion Restaura- 
cion banner Cas Speransa Nobo. 

We started small...one seed at a time...and we GREW! 

We developed the Goshen Smoothie and we started to 
develop an Agri-Tourism niche “Farm to Table” experi¬ 
ence, a unique experience for our visitors ...a true “taste 
of Aruba. Coming in 2019, we will open: 

- Goshen Villas - A Bed & Breakfast concept and Mo¬ 
mentous Cafe at Goshen at Alto Vista 52, as we grow 
our business to provide entrepreneurial solutions to social 
challenges. And of course, Goshen’s main purpose is to 
support vehicles for social change as we engage in busi¬ 
ness with a purpose, we can be an instrument for national 
transformation! 


Igsmiths.com 



As the centerpiece of Arube r 5 thriving downtown district LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience, elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and ^attitude is everything* mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steak house in Aru ba according to Trip Advisor, 
Located in Oranjestad, next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino, 
Open nightly For dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195. 


More information is to be found at Facebook HopeAruba 
Movement and goshen sustainable development corpo¬ 
ration vba. □ 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! • 


We re giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and 
table game players 
every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


T ™ 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Bosktn-Robbins 
BRA CASINO Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
1 Q U || efs WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 

more J Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The AAarket 

Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


fcS'C < * t. •. - 


i • _ - • , ' . Open daily iODmto 4am | i.E. Irausquin Blvd#47 

CASINO AND SHOPS 583,5000 I caslndDlhambra.com 


Commemorative Emerald Coin for Emerald Ambassadors 



PALM BEACH —Recently, Darline S. 
De Cuba of the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority had the great pleasure to 
honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly visi¬ 
tors as Emerald Ambassadors. The 
certificate is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as a token of 
appreciation to the guests who visit 
Aruba 35 years and more consecu¬ 
tively. 

The honorees are Mr. John & Mary 
Jurkiewicz from Stratford, Connecti¬ 
cut. The couple has been coming to 
the island for more than 40 consecu¬ 
tive years. 

The honorees stated that they love 
coming to the island for its friendly 
people, beautiful weather, gorgeous 
beaches, the cleanliness all over the 
island and the safety they feel here. 

Ms. De Cuba together with the repre¬ 
sentatives of The Renaissance Resort 
presented the commemorative Em¬ 
erald Coin and Emerald certificate to 
the honorees, and also handed over 
some presents and thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite va¬ 
cation destination and as their home 
away from home.Q 
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It’s Carnival! 


ORANJESTAD — While the official opening of the carnival 
season took off with the Torch Parade at January 5, the 
island caught the carnival fever and since then entered a 
series of carnival events that go on until March 3. 


© 10 am-12 m 



HUMANITARIA 



AA Coalition 
i Ayuday 
* Libertad 

Venezuela 





History 

In the 1920’s the first carnival events were organized by 
social clubs that started private costume and masquer¬ 
ade parties. This year we celebrate Aruba’s 65 th carnival, 
which means that the first grand parade took place in 
1955. Since than Aruba’s carnival has grown big and is 
now able to stand shoulder to shoulder with the most re¬ 
nowned Carnival celebrations around the world. Aruba 
Today has put the coming carnival events for you in a 
row: 



RECIBIREMOS 


* Medicinas de receta 
NO VENCIDAS 

* Medicinas de mostrador 

* Vitaminas 

* Primeros auxiiios 

* Insumos ortopedicos 

* Insumos hospitalarios 


* Alimentos no perecederos 
nutricionales 

* Formulas y alimentos pediafricos 

* Pastillas potabilizadoras de agua 

* Desparasifantes 

* Insumos de aseo personal 


February 23 - Jouvert Morning & Pyjama Party in 
San Nicolas - 3:00 AM 

February 23 - Aruba’s Grand Lighting Parade in 
Oranjestad - 8:00 PM 

February 24 - Grand Children’s Parade in San 
Nicolas - 1:00 PM 

February 24 - Buring of Momito in Carnival Village 

- 7:30 PM 

February 28 - Lighting Parade in San Nicolas - 8:00 
PM 

March 1 — Hebbe Hebbe Music Festival parking 
lot Post Office - 8:00 PM 

March 2 - Grand Carnival Parade in San Nicolas 

- 10:00 AM 

March 3 - 65th Grand Carnival Parade in Oran¬ 
jestad - 10:00 AM 

March 3 - Burning of King Momo (ending of Grand 
Parade) 8:00 PM 


NO RECIBIREMOS 


For more information you can visit Facebook page SMAC, 
the official carnival organization. O 


* Call ados • Ropa 

• Juguetes * Sdbonas 

Coalicibn 
I Ayuday 
libertad 
V Venezuela 




LIKE US ON 


facebook. 

Facebook.com/aru ba today/ 
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San Antonio Spurs guard 
DeMar DeRozan, left, hits a 
shot over Portland Trail Blazers 
forward Al-Farouq Aminu 
during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game in Portland, 
Ore., Thursday, Feb. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 

DeRozan likely 
to receive 
warm 

welcome in 
Toronto return 

By IAN HARRISON 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — From fel¬ 
low athletes to star enter¬ 
tainers, DeMar DeRozan 
has seen plenty of celebri¬ 
ties soaking up an extend¬ 
ed round of appreciative 
applause from fans. 

“When they get that long 
standing ovation, I always 
thought that was the cool¬ 
est thing in the world,” 
DeRozan said Thursday. 
“I've never received one." 
Friday night, it could be his 
turn. 

DeRozan is back north of 
the border for the first time 
since the Toronto Raptors 
traded him last summer. 

His new team, the San An¬ 
tonio Spurs, face the Rap¬ 
tors on Friday. 

A four-time All-Star in To¬ 
ronto who helped the Rap¬ 
tors to five straight playoff 
appearances, DeRozan 
is likely to receive a warm 
welcome when he is intro¬ 
duced. 



leaglat WGC 


TigeryPhil struggle 

Tiger Woods hits the ball 


e second hole during the first day of 
competition of the WGC-Mexico Championship at the Chapultepec 
Golf ClubrtinmAexico Cit^EnSRSaSI Feb. 21 >2010® 

.Associated, Press 


Continued on Page 23 
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Mcllroy opens with 63 as Woods struggles in Mexico debut 



Jordan Spieth prepares to putt with his father Shawn Spieth serving as his caddie during the first 
day of competition of the WGC-Mexico Championship at the Chapultepec Golf Club in Mexico 
City, Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Rory 
Mcllroy flirted with a hole- 
in-one on the same par 4 
where Tiger Woods hit out- 
of-bounds with his first shot 
in Mexico. 

That’s about how their days 
went Thursday in the Mexi¬ 
co Championship. 

Mcllroy, already off to a 
solid start on the back nine, 
hit a 2-iron on the 305-yard 
opening hole at Chapulte¬ 
pec Golf Club that landed 
on the front of the green 
and was rolling just left of 
the pin when it settled 6 
feet away, leading to an 
eagle that carried him to 
an 8-under 63 and a one- 
shot lead over Dustin John¬ 
son. 

Woods got the raucous 
Mexican introduction for 
his opening tee shot , a 
5-wood that also landed 
on the green — the wrong 
green. The ball bounced 
hard off a temporary green 
to the left and beyond the 
out-of-bounds stake into 
the bushes. 

And then he nearly did it 
again, and ultimately had 
to get up-and-down from 
60 feet away in a bunker 
to escape with double bo¬ 
gey. After a burst of bird¬ 
ies , he struggled to make 
much the rest of the way 
and opened with a 71. 

“I pulled across it to try and 
cut it and hit it dead off the 
toe,” Woods said. “Hit both 
of them dead off the toe." 


Mcllroy's 2-iron was the 
signature shot in an exqui¬ 
site start to this World Golf 
Championship. He was 6 
under through an eight- 
hole stretch in the middle 
of the round, and a 20-foot 
birdie on No. 8 toward the 
end of his round is what 
gave him the lead over 
Johnson, who played in the 
group behind. 

It was his second straight 
week with a 63. 

“I wouldn’t say it was easy,” 
Mcllroy said. “I hit a lot of 
good golf shots, but I left 
myself a lot of tap-ins for 
birdies. As 63s go, I shot 63 
at Riviera last week, but this 


felt probably a little more 
stress-free." 

He described his 2-iron as 
close to perfect, just how 
he envisioned it, a little cut 
to take off some distance in 
the thin air of Mexico City. 
The only blemish on his 
round came at the par- 
5 sixth, when he pulled his 
tee shot into the trees and 
looked as though he would 
have to punch out back to 
the fairway. 

Standing over the ball, Mc¬ 
llroy was looking up. He saw 
a gap between two trees 
with a tiny limbs, so even if 
he clipped one, his 8-iron 
should have been enough 


Associated Press 

to give him a reasonable 
shot at the green. 

There was one limb that 
concerned him, which Mc¬ 
llroy described as “some¬ 
thing a dog would pick up.” 
“The one branch it could 
not hit, it hit,” he said. “It 
all levels out at the end of 
the day. I'm just in a good 
frame of mind, manag¬ 
ing my game well, putting 
went good. And if you putt 
well, it takes pressure off 
the rest of your game. And 
that’s where it’s at.” 
Johnson won the Mexico 
Championship two years 
ago, part of three straight 
victories during the best 


stretch of golf he ever 
played. Johnson said he 
struggled with his swing at 
Pebble Beach and Riviera, 
and worked all week on 
the range in Mexico. 

“It’s starting to feel the way 
it did two years ago,” he 
said. 

Much like Mcllroy, there 
wasn't a lot of stress in his 
game. Johnson only missed 
three of the tree-lined fair¬ 
ways and was rarely out of 
position except on No. 12, 
where he lost his drive well 
to the right. 

He had no shot to the 
green, so he tried to put 
it in the bunker. It went in 
and out of the bunker, onto 
the fringe and he holed 
the putt from 20 feet for his 
third straight birdie to start 
the round. 

He also had back-to-back 
eagle putts, driving the first 
green to 20 feet and hitting 
driver on the 383-yard sec¬ 
ond hole over the trees and 
onto the green — as Bubba 
Watson was putting — to 
18 feet. He made birdie on 
both. 

“I feel like I've got this alti¬ 
tude thing figured out,” he 
said. 

Justin Thomas, who lost in 
a playoff last year to Phil 
Mickelson, chipped in from 
50 feet behind the green 
on No. 15 for eagle and 
was at 66. He was tied with 
Matt Kuchar, who already 
won in Mexico once this 
season at the Mayakoba 
Classic. □ 



Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic celebrates after defeating 
Romania’s Simona Halep in their quarterfinal match of the 
Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championship in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Bencic upsets Halep to reach 
Dubai semifinals; Kvitova wins 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Un¬ 
seeded Belinda Bencic rallied to beat 
second-ranked Simona Halep 4-6, 6-4, 
6-2 Thursday to reach the Dubai Champi¬ 
onships semifinals. 

Bencic, who saved six match points in the 
previous round against Aryna Sabalenka, 
failed to capitalize on an early break in 
the first set but Halep continued to strug¬ 
gle with her serve and was broken seven 
times in total. 

Bencic broke for a 5-4 lead in the second 
and then raced out to a 3-0 lead in the 
decider, having won six games in a row. 
Halep, who was playing her ninth match 
in 13 days after reaching the final in Qa¬ 


tar last week, got one break back but 
Bencic broke again for a 5-2 lead before 
converting her third match point. 
Second-seeded Petra Kvitova had no 
such problems, winning the last eight 
games to oust Viktoria Kuzmova 6-4, 6-0 
to book her spot in the last four. Kvitova, 
the 2013 Dubai champion, needed just 
62 minutes to wrap up the win. 

She will next face Su-wei Hsieh of Taiwan, 
who came from 5-1 down in the final set 
to beat fourth-seeded Karolina Pliskova 
6-4, 1-6, 7-5. 

It was the latest upset for Hsieh, who oust¬ 
ed Wimbledon champion Angelique Ker- 
ber on Wednesday.Q 
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Kane scores 2, Blackhawks beat Red Wings 5-4 in OT 


By The Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Patrick 
Kane scored two goals, in¬ 
cluding the game winner 
with 2:18 left in overtime, 
extending his point streak 
to 19 games and lifting the 
Chicago Blackhawks to a 
5-4 victory over the Detroit 
Red Wings on Wednesday 
night. 

Artem Anisimov, Brandon 
Saad and Alex DeBrincat 
scored for Chicago in the 
first period. The Blackhawks 
have won 10 of their last 12 
games, scoring 60 goals in 
that span. 

Dylan Larkin and Andreas 
Athanasiou scored two 
goals each for the Red 
Wings, who rallied from a 
4-1 third-period deficit to tie 
it. 

However, Erik Gustafsson 
found Kane alone to the 
right of the net in overtime, 
and the Chicago star beat 
goalie Jonathan Bernier for 
his 38th goal of the season. 
FLAMES 4, ISLANDERS 2 
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Austin Czarnik and Johnny 
Gaudreau scored 29 sec¬ 
onds apart in the third pe¬ 
riod to lead Calgary. 

Mikael Backlund and Tra¬ 
vis Hamonic also scored 
as Calgary won its third 



NIGSS=* 


Chicago Blackhawks right wing Patrick Kane (88) celebrates his goal in overtime of an NHL hockey 
game against the Detroit Red Wings, Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019, in Detroit. Chicago won 5-4. 

Associated Press 


straight after a four-game 
skid. Mike Smith stopped 17 
shots. 

Casey Cizikas and Anders 
Lee scored for the Island¬ 
ers, who had tied it ear¬ 
lier in the third after trailing 
2-0 following one period. 
Thomas Greiss finished with 
28 saves in New York's third 
regulation loss in 16 games. 
BRUINS 3, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 


2, SO 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — David 
Backes scored in the sixth 
round of a shootout to lift 
Bostontp its season-high 
seventh straight victory. 
Jake DeBrusk and Brad 
Marchand scored in reg¬ 
ulation as the Bruins im¬ 
proved to 8-1-1 in the last 
10 on the road — including 
wins in the first four games 


of a western trip. The win 
streak is their longest since 
a 12-game run in 2014. 
Jaroslav Halak stopped 31 
shots. 

The Bruins, who are 9-0-3 in 
their last 12 overall, haven’t 
lost in regulation since a 3-2 
setback to the New York 
Rangers on Jan. 19. 

Reilly Smith and Nate 
Schmidt scored for Vegas, 


while Marc-Andre Fleury 
finished with 25 saves. Fleu¬ 
ry has lost four in a row and 
seven of his last nine starts. 
He has allowed 19 goals in 
last five starts, and 28 in the 
nine-game span. 

DeBrusk scored for Bos¬ 
ton in the first round of the 
shootout and William Karls- 
son tied it for Vegas in the 
second. 

AVALANCHE 7, JETS 1 
DENVER (AP) — Nathan 
MacKinnon and Matt Cal¬ 
vert scored 11 seconds 
apart in the third period, 
Semyon Varlamov made 
26 saves in another strong 
performance and Colora¬ 
do won two in a row for the 
first time since late Novem¬ 
ber. Carl Soderberg, Mikko 
Rantanen, Tyson Jost, Ga¬ 
briel Landeskog and A.J. 
Greer also scored for the 
Avalanche. In addition, 
MacKinnon’s power-play 
goal snapped an 0-for-29 
dry spell on the man ad¬ 
vantage. 

The only score Varlamov 
allowed was to Kyle Con¬ 
nor with Colorado staked 
to a 4-0 lead. Connor Hel- 
lebuyck stopped 39 shots 
for the Jets, who lost to the 
Avalanche for the second 
time inside of a week. □ 


Washington Capitals acquire forward Carl Hagelin from Kings 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 

The defending Stanley Cup 
champion Washington 
Capitals got faster ahead 
of the NHL trade deadline 
by acquiring speedy wing¬ 
er Carl Hagelin from the Los 
Angeles Kings on Thursday. 
Washington sent a 2019 
third-round pick and a con¬ 
ditional 2020 sixth-round 
pick to Los Angeles. 

“We are pleased to wel¬ 
come Carl to our organi¬ 
zation,” general manager 
Brian MacLellan said. “We 
felt this trade enables us 
to add depth up front and 
provides us with a veteran 
player with a tremendous 
amount of speed to help us 
on the penalty kill.” 

Hagelin must satisfy a 
games-played require¬ 
ment in the playoffs and 
the Capitals must win two 
rounds for the Kings to get 


the sixth-rounder in next 
year's draft. 

The teams announced the 
trade after Washington 
winger Devante Smith-Pelly 
cleared waivers and was 
assigned to Hershey of the 
American Hockey League. 
The Capitals needed to 
wait until Smith-Pelly was 
claimed or cleared waivers 
to clear a roster spot and 
salary-cap space for Hage¬ 
lin. The Kings still had to re¬ 
tain salary for the Capitals 
to fit in Hagelin's $4 million 
salary. 

Hagelin has just two goals 
and six assists in 38 games 
this season with Pittsburgh 
and Los Angeles. Washing¬ 
ton is Hagelin’s fifth team 
during his eight-year NHL 
career. He has 230 points in 
526 regular-season games 
and won the Stanley Cup 
with the Penguins in 2016 
and 20170 



Boston Bruins goaltender Tuukka Rask takes a shot off his mask by Los Angeles Kings' Carl Hagelin 
(62) off his mask during the this period of an NHL hockey game Saturday, Feb. 9, 2019, in Boston. 

Associated Press 
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Shoe blowout, knee injury leave Zion, Duke to mull future 



Duke's Zion Williamson sits on the floor following an injury during the first half of an NCAA college 
basketball game against North Carolina, in Durham, N.C., Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JOEDY McCREARY 
AP Sports Writer 
DURHAM, N.C. (AP) — Duke 
might have to figure out 
what the Zion Show will look 
like without its namesake. 
And Zion Williamson could 
have some things of his 
own to consider, too. 

All because of a freak in¬ 
jury to arguably the most 
exciting player in college 
basketball in the opening 
minute of the sport’s fierc¬ 
est rivalry, one that helped 
turn a widely anticipated 
matchup — in front of yet 
another crowd of celebri¬ 
ties, this one including Spike 
Lee and former President 
Barack Obama — into a 
blowout. 

As his Nike shoe blew out, 
Williamson sprained his right 
knee on the first posses¬ 
sion of what became top- 
ranked Duke's 88-72 loss 
to No. 8 North Carolina on 
Wednesday night. 

In the aftermath of that 
loss, coach Mike Krzyze- 
wski wasn't ready to look 
ahead. He was still trying to 
process just how quickly ev¬ 
erything deflated after the 
injury. 

“I’d rather not talk about 
what we're going to do,” 
Krzyzewski said. “I’d rather 
talk about what just hap¬ 
pened. Because we’re go¬ 
ing to figure out what we're 
going to do. So I don't have 
that answer." 

Krzyzewski says William¬ 


son's knee is stable and the 
sprain is mild, but doesn’t 
know how much time his 
star freshman will miss. 

He doesn’t have much 
time to find a replacement 
for the Atlantic Coast Con¬ 
ference’s second-leading 
scorer and its most dynam¬ 
ic playmaker. 

The Blue Devils (23-3, 11- 
2) play Saturday night at 
Syracuse — which already 
knows how to beat a Duke 
team after it loses a key 
freshman to injury. The Or¬ 


ange beat No. 1 Duke last 
month in overtime after 
point guard Tre Jones in¬ 
jured a shoulder. 

Williamson averages 22.4 
points, but his impact goes 
well beyond scoring. He 
also grabs 9.2 rebounds 
and has blocked nearly 
two shots per game. 

In his absence. North Caro¬ 
lina simply dominated the 
paint, outscoring the Blue 
Devils 62-28 there while also 
building a 46-41 rebound¬ 
ing advantage. The Tar 


Heels shot 51 percent — 57 
percent in the second half 

— despite 2-for-20 shooting 
from 3-point range. 

RJ Barrett matched a sea¬ 
son best with 33 points, and 
teammate Cameron Red¬ 
dish had a season-high 27 

— but the rest of the team 
combined for just 12 points. 
“I hope he's going to be 
OK," Barrett said of Wil¬ 
liamson. “We don’t really 
know where things are right 
now.” 

Apparently, neither does 


Williamson. And now, a 
month after the freshman 
star swatted away ques¬ 
tions about the prudence 
of risking injury by play¬ 
ing — Hall of Famer Scot- 
tie Pippen had suggested 
he’d be better off shutting 
it down for the year — that 
debate is sure to be reignit¬ 
ed.Utah Jazz guard Dono¬ 
van Mitchell, who played 
in college at Louisville, said 
on Twitter that “something 
has to change” in the wake 
of the injury. “Again let’s 
remember all the money 
that went into this game.... 
and these players get none 
of it.... and now Zion gets 
hurt,” he tweeted. 
Williamson grabbed his 
right knee in pain after slip¬ 
ping awkwardly and falling 
when his left shoe fell apart 
as he planted hard while 
dribbling near the free 
throw line. The blue rubber 
sole ripped loose from the 
white shoe from the heel to 
the toes along the outside 
edge, with Williamson’s 
foot coming all the way 
through the large gap. 

He walked off with a slight 
limp, but under his own 
power, before heading to 
the locker room with no 
shoes on his feet. 

Nike said in a statement 
that it was “concerned” 
and wished Williamson a 
speedy recovery. It said it 
was “working to identify the 
issue.”□ 


Syracuse coach Boeheim strikes, kills pedestrian on highway 



In this March 15, 2018, file photo, Syracuse head coach Jim 
Boeheim watches during a practice for an NCAA men’s 
college basketball tournament first-round game, in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN KEKIS and MI¬ 
CHAEL HILL 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) — 

Longtime Syracuse bas¬ 
ketball coach Jim Boe¬ 
heim struck and killed a 
man standing along an 
interstate late Wednesday 
night as he tried to avoid 
hitting the man’s disabled 
vehicle, police say. 
Syracuse police say 
51-year-old Jorge Jimenez 
was an occupant in a 
vehicle with three others 
when they lost control and 
hit a guardrail before mid¬ 
night Wednesday on 1-690 
in Syracuse. 

Boeheim struck Jimenez 
as he stood on the side 


of the road while trying to 
avoid the vehicle in the 
middle of the highway. 
Jimenez was taken to a 
local hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead, 
police said. “I am heart¬ 
broken that a member of 
our community died as 
the result of last night’s ac¬ 
cident,” Boeheim said in a 
prepared statement. The 
74-year-old Basketball Hall 
of Fame coach said he 
and his wife Juli “extend 
our deepest sympathies to 
the Jimenez family." 

He said he would not com¬ 
ment further “out of re¬ 
spect for those involved.” 
Police said Boeheim is co¬ 


operating with the investi¬ 
gation. 

“He stopped immediately 
and exited the vehicle,” 
said Syracuse Sgt. Mat¬ 
thew Malinowski. 

Police said sobriety tests 
administered to Boeheim 
and the unidentified driver 
of the other vehicle were 
negative for any signs of 
impairment. Onondaga 
County District Attorney 
William Fitzpatrick said he 
has known Boeheim for 40 
years and that the coach 
does not drink. 

No tickets have been is¬ 
sued to Boeheim at this 
time and the investigation 
is continuing. □ 


















In this Sept. 17, 2018, file photo, U.S. basketball coach Jeff Van 
Gundy speaks from the sidelines of the team’s FIBA Basketball 
World Cup 2019 qualifier game against Panama in Panama City. 

Associated Press 


Jeff Van Gundy 
on All-Star Game: 
Eliminate it 

By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 

MIAMI (AP) — Jeff Van Gundy has an idea on how to fix 
the NBA All-Star Game. 

His plan: Eliminate it. 

Van Gundy, the former NBA coach and now longtime 
television commentator for ABC and ESPN, said what he’s 
seeing now from the game is embarrassing and “a bas¬ 
tardization of the game that is beautiful to watch.” The 
teams picked by captains LeBron James and Giannis An- 
tetokounmpo combined to attempt a record 167 3-point- 
ers in Sunday night's game — and 96 of the 134 field goals 
in the game came off either 3s or dunks. 

“You can be a Division III player like myself and be All-Star 
MVP,” Van Gundy said. “All you have to do is drive in and 
shoot a layup.” 

Van Gundy coached in the 2000 All-Star game, his Eastern 
Conference team falling to Phil Jackson and the Western 
Conference 137-126. There was no shortage of alley-oops 
tried in that game, though Tim Duncan, Alonzo Mourning 
and Shaquille O'Neal spent plenty of time defending the 
rim against those lobs as well. 

“I would name All-Stars, I would have All-Star weekend, 
they have all these things, introduce them ... the play¬ 
ers are great, they should be applauded," Van Gundy 
said this week, while preparing to coach USA Basketball's 
team picked for the final two games of qualifying for this 
summer’s FIBA World Cup in China. “But to take this game 
and shoot 160 3s, it’s an embarrassment. It's an embar¬ 
rassment.” 

Van Gundy said he doesn't need to see a game with 
Game 7, playoff-level intensity. 

He just wants to see some effort. 

“The equivalent would be like Major League Baseball, a 
guy hits the ball, you throw it to him at 70 mph because 
you're not trying," Van Gundy said. “And then you hit it 
and no one chases it and you just let a guy circle and 
score and you have unlimited runs. You’ve got to try." 
Players, including James and National Basketball Players 
Association President Chris Paul, along with NBA Commis¬ 
sioner Adam Silver all said after the 192-182 game two 
years ago that the All-Star game had to be more com¬ 
petitive. 

“Let’s just say it: They don’t want to play,” Van Gundy 
said. “Adam said, ‘It’s got to be fixed.' There's nothing 
fixed."□ 
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In this Oct. 5, 2018, file photo, then-Los Angeles Dodgers’ Manny Machado celebrates his two- 
run home run against the Atlanta Braves during the first inning of Game 2 of a baseball National 
League Division Series, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Players finding payoffs 
are changing in baseball 


By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

Manny Machado’s new 
$300 million contract put a 
stop — at least temporar¬ 
ily — to a growing chorus 
of player complaints that 
major league teams were 
conspiring to do deep 
damage to the free agent 
market. 

It did nothing, however, to 
change the new reality of 
baseball. And that's some¬ 
thing players should be 
worrying about between 
now and 2021, when the 
current collective bargain¬ 
ing agreement expires and 
the threat of labor action 
looms. 

No longer do major league 
executives reflexively 
chase the latest bauble on 
the market. Analytics that 
have changed the field of 
play have changed the 
front office, too. 

“Markets change,” com¬ 
missioner Rob Manfred 
said the other day before 
Machado signed with the 
San Diego Padres. “We've 
had a lot of change in the 
game. People think about 
players differently. They 
analyze players differently. 
They negotiate differently.” 
Indeed they do. But things 
have changed so quickly 
that the players’ union 
seems to have been taken 


off guard. When players 
last negotiated a contract 
in 2016 the most pressing 
issues were more days off 
and private chefs in every 
clubhouse. With salaries ris¬ 
ing every year, their atten¬ 
tion was on work life issues. 
After a second straight 
season where owners ex¬ 
pressed little interest in 
some free agents, though, 
the trends have set off 
some alarms among play¬ 
ers and the players’ union. 
There’s increasing chatter 
about the possibility of try¬ 
ing to reopen the collec¬ 
tive bargaining agreement 
to make some adjustments. 
Sure, Machado got a 10- 
year contract and Bryce 
Harper will get something 
similar. But those contracts 
are just for a few elite play¬ 
ers, while others will remain 
unsigned or settle for far 
less. From the standpoint 
of owners the equation is 
simple: Why take the risk 
on long-term contracts 
for millions of dollars when 
there are replacement 
players available for the 
major league minimum of 
$555,000? 

Use two of them in a pla¬ 
toon and the numbers 
might be close enough to 
a Machado or Harper. Or 
load the bullpen with mini¬ 
mum wage arms and have 


them throw as hard as they 
can for as long as they can 
and then bring in a new 
bunch. 

“All veteran players of a 
certain age are being 
affected by this analy¬ 
sis, which is not just wide¬ 
spread but fairly consistent 
across most clubs," said for¬ 
mer New York Mets general 
manager Sandy Alderson, 
now an Oakland Athletics 
senior adviser. “The math is 
the math.” 

That math is unsparing in 
baseball these days. A 
sport that always valued 
numbers has embraced 
new metrics like WAR (Wins 
Above Replacement) even 
more and front offices are 
using them to evaluate 
risk and reward in the free 
agent market. 

Add in the higher luxury tax 
imposed in the latest col¬ 
lective bargaining agree¬ 
ment and high payroll clubs 
like the Red Sox, Dodgers 
and Yankees are watching 
every dollar they spend. 
Still, it’s hard not to laugh 
when Chicago Cubs own¬ 
er Tom Ricketts — whose 
team is valued at $2.9 bil¬ 
lion by Forbes — opens 
spring training by saying 
his team didn't pursue any 
high priced free agents be¬ 
cause there is no money to 
spend. □ 
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Murray’s mother says former Wimbledon champ could play again 



In this file photo dated Sunday, July 7, 2013, Andy Murray of 
Britain, left, greets his mother Judy after defeating Novak 
Djokovic of Serbia during the Men's singles final match at the 
All England Lawn Tennis Championships in Wimbledon, London. 

Associated Press 


By SEBASTIAN FEST, Associ- | 
ated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Andy Murray is currently 
recovering from his hip 
surgery, and his mother 
thinks the two-time Wimble¬ 
don champion still has a 
chance of making a return. 
Murray announced last 
month at the Australian 
Open that he would com¬ 
pete in the season's first 
major but might never be 
able to play again. He lost 
in the first round in Mel¬ 
bourne and had hip resur¬ 
facing surgery about two 
weeks ago. 

Judy Murray, Andy’s moth¬ 
er and former coach, told 
The Associated Press that 
she doesn’t think her son is 
done just yet. 

“I don't think we know 
anything, for sure nobody 
does,” Judy Murray said at 
the Rio Open, the biggest 
tennis tournament in South 
America. “But I know that 
he would do everything 
that he possibly can to give 
himself a chance fo play 
again. “I think he had the 
same operation as Bob Bry¬ 
an after the U.S. Open, and 
he was playing doubles 
again, at Australian Open. 

But doubles is a very differ¬ 


ent physical proposition as 
singles. I think, right now, 
(we have to) wait and see.” 
When Andy Murray made 
his surprise announcement 
ahead of fhe Australian 
Open, he said he would 
at least like to keep play¬ 
ing until Wimbledon — the 
tournament he won in 2013 
to become the first British 
male champion at the All 
England Club in 77 years. 
Murray won the Wimble¬ 
don title again in 2016, as 
well as winning one U.S. 


Open title and two Olym¬ 
pic gold medals. He was 
also ranked No. 1 in the 
world for 41 weeks. 

Judy Murray, speaking at 
the stylish Jockey Club af¬ 
ter being invited to the 
ATP tournament, said she 
thinks her son is still strug¬ 
gling with the idea of never 
playing again. If he sees a 
chance to return, he will 
take it, she said. “I think he 
will, (but) I think he's aware 
that it might not be pos¬ 
sible,” Judy Murray said. 


“He is a smart guy, he has 
a lot of inferesf in different 
things, he has a lot of op¬ 
tions in life after tennis. But 
the most important thing is 
that he’s free from fhe pain 
he's had for 20 months. He 
has a young family, you 
have to think about the 
quality of life for the rest 
of your life. Actually, that’s 
the most important thing.” 
Andy Murray has said that 
“overtraining” during his 
younger years may have 
led to the recent operation 
that included removing 
the damaged bone and 
cartilage within his right hip 
socket and replacing it with 
a metal shell. Judy Murray 
was coaching both of her 
sons during those early 
years, but she didn’t neces¬ 
sarily agree that too much 
practice was the reason. 
“Well, not too much,” Judy 
Murray said. “You learn 
from your mistakes, both 
with Jamie and Andy we 
were learning as we went 
along, because nobody 
had done it from Scotland 
before. So, there was no¬ 
body to follow, nobody to 
give us advice.” 

Still, she did quite a job 
coaching her boys. Besides 
Andy reaching No. 1 and 


winning Wimbledon, Jamie 
reached No. 1 in doubles 
and won a pair of mixed 
doubles titles at the All Eng¬ 
land Club, among others. 
“They did amazing things," 
Judy Murray said. “Nobody 
could have ever having ex¬ 
pected them to become 
No. 1 coming from a small 
town in the middle of Scot¬ 
land.” The highest point 
in her memory, however, 
came in the Davis Cup. Brit¬ 
ain was facing Australia in 
the semifinals, the best-of- 
five series was being played 
in Glasgow, and both of 
her sons were on the team. 
“Andy played with Jamie, 
and we weren't sure if he’s 
going to play the doubles, 
because of course he has 
to play singles on Friday 
and Sunday, and to play 
three matches in a row 
best of five sets is tough," 
Judy Murray said. “So we 
weren't sure until the last 
minute that he was going 
to play the doubles. And 
it was in Glasgow, in Scot¬ 
land, where we live, where 
tennis is a very tiny sport, 
just 1 percent of the popu¬ 
lation plays tennis. Nobody 
would ever have expect¬ 
ed us to have Grand Slam 
champions.Q 


2021 Tour de France race to start in Denmark 



Danish Crown Prince Frederik speaks during a press conference on the Tour de France at 
Copenhagen City Hall, Thursday 21 February 2019. Danish Crown Prince Frederik speaks during 
a press conference on the Tour de France at Copenhagen City Hall, Thursday 21 February 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JAN M. OLSEN 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — The Tour de France 
will start in Denmark in 2021, 
beginning with a ride in Co¬ 
penhagen followed by two 
more stages around the 
country. 

The opening stage on July 
2 will be a 13-kilometer flat 
run around the capital. 

“It is an honor to have the 
grand depart in Copenha¬ 
gen,” race director Chris¬ 
tian Prudhomme said Thurs¬ 
day. 

A 190-kilometer stage be¬ 
tween Roskilde and Ny- 
borg, a town on the island 
of Funen, will follow. Thaf 
stage will include pedaling 
on the windy bridges that 
make up the Storebaelt 
rail-and-road link. 

“The wind is very, very im¬ 
portant for the race. It 
was important to have the 


finishing line close to the 
bridge,” Prudhomme said. 
“Stage 2 is for sports enthu¬ 
siasts.” 


The last stage before head¬ 
ing back to France will be 
in the hilly Jutland penin¬ 
sula between the towns of 


Vejle and Soenderborg. 

The contract for the 90 mil¬ 
lion kroner ($13.7 million) 
Danish start was signed 


Thursday by Prudhomme 
and Copenhagen Mayor 
Frank Jensen. 

Danish Prime Minister Lars 
Loekke Rasmussen, himself 
an avid cycling fan, called 
the Tour de France “the 
most iconic cycling race of 
all fime.” 

Both Prudhomme and 
Loekke Rasmussen noted 
Denmark had been picked 
because of the country's 
interest in the race but also 
because many Danes bicy¬ 
cle to work and school ev¬ 
ery day. The Danish prime 
minister said ordinary peo¬ 
ple in Copenhagen bike 
“330 Tour de France races 
every day.” 

In 2011, the International 
Cycling Union held its Road 
World Championships in 
Copenhagen. 

Other details of the 2021 
Tour de France route were 
not disclosed. □ 
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Mixed martial arts star Georges St-Pierre retires at 37 



Canada's Georges St-Pierre announces his retirement from 
mixed martial arts during a press conference in Montreal, 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 


MONTREAL (AP) — Georg¬ 
es St-Pierre retired Thurs¬ 
day after a career in which 
he put mixed martial arts 
on the map in Canada 
and helped fuel the UFC’s 
worldwide expansion. 

The 37-year-old Canadian 
made the announcement 
at the Bell Centre. St-Pierre, 
a two-division champion, 
leaves with a record of 26- 
2-0 and a 13-fight winning 
streak. 

“It takes a lot of discipline to 
become and stay champi¬ 
on,” he said in a statement. 
“It also takes a lot of disci¬ 
pline to stop while still feel¬ 
ing that you’re in the best 
physical and mental shape 
of your life. But I've always 
planned to leave the sport 
when I’m at the top and in 
good health.” 

He has fought just once 
since stepping away from 
the sport in late 2013 after 
nine straight welterweight 


title defenses. But in No¬ 
vember 2017 he dethroned 
middleweight champion 
Michael “The Count” Bisp- 
ing in his comeback bout 
at UFC 217. 


St-Pierre gave up the 
185-pound crown a month 
later, citing concerns with 
ulcerative colitis. 

Despite limited activity, he is 
eighth in the UFC’s pound- 


for-pound rankings. He was 
nominated for best fighter 
at the ESPY Awards in 2008, 
2010, 2011 and 2018. 

He thanked family, fans 
and coaches as well as 
trainers, training partners, 
sponsors and agents. He 
also made it a point to laud 
his opponents. 

“All of them are incredible 
athletes who brought out 
the best in me," he said. “I 
retire from competition with 
great pride at having had 
a positive impact on my 
sport. I intend to keep train¬ 
ing and practicing martial 
arts for as long as I live and 
I look forward to watch¬ 
ing the new generation of 
champions carry our sport 
into the future.” 

St-Pierre debuted on the 
big stage with a unanimous 
decision over Karo Parisyan 
in 2004. He won his first wel¬ 
terweight championship by 
knockout over Matt Hughes 


in 2006. 

After losing the title to Matt 
Serra, he recaptured the 
belt by TKO in their rematch 
in Montreal. 

“Georges has cemented 
his legacy as one of the 
pound-for-pound greatest 
fighters ever,” UFC Presi¬ 
dent Dana White said. “He 
beat all the top guys dur¬ 
ing his welterweight title 
reign and even went up a 
weight class to win the mid¬ 
dleweight championship. 
He spent years as one of 
the biggest names in MMA 
and remains one of the 
best ambassadors for the 
sport.” 

In 2011, St-Pierre set the 
largest UFC gate outside 
the U.S. at more than $12 
million when he headlined 
UFC 129 at the Rogers Cen¬ 
tre in Toronto. The crowd 
of 55,724 was the second- 
largest attendance in UFC 
history.Q 


DeRozan likely to receive 
warm welcome in Toronto return 



San Antonio Spurs guard DeMar DeRozan (10) looks to get past Utah Jazz guard Donovan Mitchell 
(45) and to the basket during the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game, Saturday, Feb. 9, 
2019, in Salt Lake City. Utah won 125-105. 


Continued from Page 17 

“If it's one of those long 
standing ovations, it's defi¬ 
nitely going to be over¬ 
whelming,” DeRozan said 
in a news conference at 
the Spurs' team hotel. 
“It's crazy when you get a 
whole arena on their feet 
just showing appreciation. 
I’m looking forward to it, to 
feeling the love." 

Friday’s game will be the 
first following the All-Star 
break for both teams. To¬ 
ronto (43-16) has won six 
straight, and is is one game 
behind Milwaukee for top 
spot in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. San Antonio (33-26) 
beat Memphis in its final 
game before the break to 
stop a four-game slide. The 
Spurs are seventh in the 
West, nine games behind 
leaders Golden State. 

There wasn’t much love 
on offer when the Raptors 
visited the Spurs in Janu¬ 
ary. Toronto forward Kawhi 
Leonard endured chants of 
“Traitor! Traitor!” and “Quit¬ 
ter! Guitter!” from the ca¬ 
pacity crowd that adored 


him during his seven sea¬ 
sons in San Antonio. 

“It just felt like a road game, 
but more boos when I have 
the ball,” Leonard said af¬ 
ter the Raptors practiced 
Thursday. “Environments 
like that can only get us 
better, being able to have 
the fans up in their seats 
excited, wanting the team 
to lose, it just prepares us 
for the playoffs." Leaving 
Toronto last summer was 
difficult for DeRozan. Still 
a teenager when he was 
drafted by Toronto in 2009, 
he turned into an All-Star 
by 2014, building his game 
year after year. He left town 
as the franchise leader in 
points (13,296), field goals 
(4,716), free throws (3,539), 
and games (675). DeRozan 
compared the emotional 
wounds left by the end 
of his Raptors career to a 
breakup, albeit one with a 
happy ending. 

“She moved on and I 
moved on,” he joked. 
“Now we're both happy.” 
Toronto coach Nick Nurse 
worked with DeRozan 
for five years in his role as 


a Raptors assistant, and 
called him “the best dude 
ever." “He was easy to 
coach,” Nurse said. “He 
was easy to talk to. And he 
was a great performer.” 
DeRozan certainly per¬ 
formed when the Spurs 
routed the Raptors in Janu¬ 
ary, recording 21 points, 14 
rebounds and 11 assists for 
his first career triple-double. 
It was the first home triple¬ 
double by a Spurs player 


since Tim Duncan in 2003. 
The visit to Toronto also gives 
DeRozan the opportunity 
to compete against for¬ 
mer teammate and friend 
Kyle Lowry, who missed the 
game in Texas because of 
a sore back. 

“I’m looking forward to 
playing against him,” DeRo¬ 
zan said. “Kyle gave me a 
sense of a different side of 
understanding basketball. 
I learned so much from 


Associated Press 

him being my point guard, 
being my best friend, just 
everything hat came with 
that.” 

DeRozan said he misses 
plenty of things about To¬ 
ronto, but not its winter 
weather. He conducted 
his news conference while 
wearing a furry aviator hat 
and said he planned to 
stay in for the night, joking 
that he hoped Lowry would 
bring him some food.Q 













FRIDAY 22 FEBRUARY 


^TECHNOLOGY 



Google’s Nest hub has a microphone it forgot to mention 


By RACHEL LERMAN 
AP Technology Writer 

Google said Wednesday 
it forgot to mention that it 
included a microphone in 
its Nest Secure home alarm 
system, the latest privacy 
flub by one of the tech in¬ 
dustry's leading collectors 
of personal information. 
The company said earlier 
this month that its voice 
assistant feature would be 
available on the system’s 
Nest Guard, which controls 
home alarm sensors. 

But Google hadn’t told 
consumers about the de- 
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In this Sept. 20, 2017, file photo the Nest Secure alarm system is 
seen on display during an event in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 

vice’s built-in microphone when it began selling the 


hubs in the fall of 2017. As 
recently as January , the 
product specs for the de¬ 
vice made no mention of a 
microphone. 

Google said in a statement 
that the omission was a 
mistake. “The on-device 
microphone was never in¬ 
tended to be a secret and 
should have been listed in 
the tech specs,” it said. 

The microphone hasn’t 
been active since launch, 
and people have to spe¬ 
cifically enable it going for¬ 
ward, Google said. Business 
Insider first reported the mi¬ 
crophone had been miss¬ 
ing from the product's de¬ 


scription. Google and other 
Internet companies are 
facing increasing scrutiny 
over their data collection 
practices. The forgotten mi¬ 
crophone is not Google’s 
first run-in with user privacy 
concerns. 

An AP investigation last 
year found the company 
was tracking users’ loca¬ 
tion information through its 
apps and search services, 
even if users turned the fea¬ 
ture off. 

And in 2010, Google admit¬ 
ted it had accidentally col¬ 
lected some internet activi¬ 
ty from open Wi-Fi networks 
using its Street View carsO 



This Oct. 20, 2015, file photo, shows signage outside Google 
headquarters in Mountain View, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Google to end forced arbitration 
for all worker disputes 



This March 20, 2018 file photo shows the YouTube app on an 
iPad in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


RACHEL LERMAN 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google said Thursday it 
will no longer require that 
its workers settle disputes 
with the company through 
arbitration, responding to 
months of pressure from 
employees. 

The change will take ef¬ 
fect March 21 and will ap¬ 
ply to current and future 
employees. Employees 
that have settled past dis¬ 
putes won’t be able to re¬ 
open their cases. Google 
said last year it would end 
forced arbitration for sexu¬ 
al harassment and assault 
cases, and Thursday ex¬ 
panded that practice to all 
worker disputes. Google’s 
parent company. Moun¬ 
tain View, California-based 
Alphabet Inc., has its nearly 
100,000 employees. 

The updated practices 
only apply to Google em¬ 
ployees, and employees 
of Google projects such 
as Deep Mind and Access. 


Other Alphabet subsidiar¬ 
ies, such as Waymo, are 
not included. Mandatory 
arbitration requires em¬ 
ployees to settle their dis¬ 
putes with the company 
privately and outside of 
court. The practice, wide¬ 
spread in U.S. employment 
contracts, can lend itself 
to secrecy and has faced 
criticism recently. 

Google workers who 
staged a walk out late last 
year have continued to 
press the tech giant to drop 
forced arbitration require¬ 
ments. Protest organizers 
commended Google for 
Thursday’s announcement, 
but wrote in a Medium post 
that they would not of¬ 
ficially celebrate until the 
changes went live in em¬ 
ployee agreements. 
Google won’t make all 
employees re-sign their 
work contracts, it said, 
but will post the policy 
change internally and up¬ 
date its contracts for new 
employeesO 


Nestle, AT&T pull 
YouTube ads over 
pedophile concerns 

By RACHEL LERMAN and MAE ANDERSON 
AP Technology Writers 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Several companies, including AT&T 
and Nestle, are pulling advertisements from YouTube over 
concerns about inappropriate comments on videos of chil¬ 
dren. 

A video from a popular YouTuber and a report from Wired 
showed that pedophiles have made unseemly comments on 
innocuous videos of kids. The comments reportedly included 
timestamps that showed where kids innocently bared body 
parts. 

YouTube says it disabled comments on tens of millions of vid¬ 
eos and deleted offending accounts and channels. 

Nestle and Fortnite maker Epic Games say they paused ads on 
YouTube while the company works on the issue. AT&T says it 
has removed ads until YouTube can "protect our brand from 
offensive content of any kind." 

YouTube has faced advertiser boycotts in the past, including 
a widespread boycott in early 2017. Since then YouTube has 
made efforts to be more transparent about how it deals with 
offensive comments and videos on its site. 

But the latest flap shows how much of an ongoing problem of¬ 
fensive content continues to be, said eMarketer video analyst 
Paul Verna. □ 
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Stocks head lower, threatening to break a winning streak 



In this Feb. 15,2019, file photo trader John Panin works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

U.S. stocks headed lower in 
midday trading Thursday, 
putting the S&P 500 index 
on pace for just its fourth 
decline this month. 

The losses were wide¬ 
spread, with health care 
stocks, banks and energy 
companies accounting for 
much of the decline. CVS 
Health dropped 2.4 per¬ 
cent, while Morgan Stan¬ 
ley lost 1.2 percent. Oil and 
natural gas explorer Con¬ 
cho Resources slid 5.8 per¬ 
cent. 

A mixed batch of reports on 
the U.S. economy helped 
keep markets in check, 
and investors are also wait¬ 
ing to see what comes out 
of high-level talks in Wash¬ 
ington between U.S. and 
Chinese officials on their 
trade dispute. 

Treasury yields rose, as pric¬ 
es for government bonds 
fell. The price of gold de¬ 
clined. 

The pause for stocks follows 
a torrid rise since late De¬ 
cember, and the S&P 500 
index is still up 10.6 percent 
for 2019 so far. That’s a bet¬ 


ter performance than the 
index has turned in for three 
of the last four full years. 
KEEPING SCORE: The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
fell 81 points, or 0.3 per¬ 
cent, to 25,873 as of 12:15 
p.m. Eastern Time. The 
benchmark S&P 500 index, 
which has risen for the past 
three weeks, dropped 0.3 


percent, while the Nasdaq 
composite lost 0.2 percent. 
Major European indexes 
were mostly higher. 

THE QUOTE: Some traders 
appear to be taking some 
profits now, given stocks re¬ 
bounded strongly in recent 
weeks following a steep 
sell-off in the last three 
months of 2018, said Erik 


Wytenus, global investment 
specialist at J.P. Morgan Pri¬ 
vate Bank. 

“Markets need a little bit of 
an opportunity to breathe," 
he said. “We definitely 
have seen some market 
participants lightening up 
some risk, given the size 
of that bounce back, be¬ 
cause any way you slice it, 


we're late in the (econom¬ 
ic) cycle.” 

TRADE TALKS: The U.S. and 
China resumed high-levels 
talks Thursday aimed at 
easing a trade standoff 
that has unnerved global 
investors and clouded the 
outlook for the world econ¬ 
omy. 

The world’s two biggest 
economies are locked in 
a trade war that President 
Donald Trump started over 
allegations that China de¬ 
ploys predatory tactics to 
try to overtake U.S. tech¬ 
nological dominance. Bei¬ 
jing’s unfair tactics, trade 
analysts agree, include 
pressuring American com¬ 
panies to hand over trade 
secrets and in some cases 
stealing them outright. 

The Trump administration 
has warned it will escalate 
its import taxes on $200 bil¬ 
lion in Chinese goods from 
10 percent to 25 percent 
if the two sides haven't 
reached a resolution by 
March 2. But Trump in re¬ 
cent days has signaled a 
willingness to extend the 
deadline if negotiators are 
making progress.^ 


US home sales tumbled 1.2 percent in January 



In this Wednesday, Feb. 20,2019, photo a price reduced for sale 
sign sit in front of a home in north Dallas. On Thursday, Feb. 21, 
the National Association of Realtors reports on sales of existing 
homes in January. 


By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
home sales fell 1.2 percent 
in January to their worst 
pace in more than three 
years, as persistent afford¬ 
ability problems have put a 
harsh chill in the real estate 
market. 

The National Association 
of Realtors said Thursday 
that sales of existing homes 


Associated Press 

declined 1.2 percent to 
a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 4.94 million last 
month, the slowest sales 
rate since November 2015. 
During the past 12 months, 
sales have plunged 8.5 
percent. Would-be home- 
buyers are increasingly 
priced out of the market 
as years of climbing prices 
and strained inventories 
have made ownership too 


costly. A solid job market 
has done little to boost 
sales, with the sharpest an¬ 
nual sales declines being 
among homes priced less 
than $250,000. 

“January's weak sales 
pace was likely the result of 
the lingering effects of stock 
market volatility and lower 
consumer confidence to¬ 
ward the end of 2018,” said 
Joel Kan, associate vice 
president of industry sur¬ 
veys and forecasts at the 
Mortgage Bankers Associa¬ 
tion. “Much of the January 


decrease was in the lower 
price tiers, which also tends 
to be where inventory is the 
tightest." 

Homes are sitting on the 
market longer, causing in¬ 
ventories to rise. Properties 
stayed on the market for 
an average of 49 days, up 
from 42 a year ago. The 
number of homes for sale 
has risen to 1.59 million from 
1.52 million a year ago, yet 
inventories are still tight 
compared to historic av¬ 
erages. The average inter¬ 
est charged on a 30-year, 


fixed rate mortgage this 
week was 4.35 percent this 
week, down from an aver¬ 
age as high as roughly 5 
percent last year, accord¬ 
ing to mortgage buyer 
Freddie Mac. □ 



Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all ywr belongings in a 
container being deliver and pick 
up right at your resort or home 
rental! 

■ As low as $6,50 a month 

■ Pricing i nciud e pick- up&delive ry 

■ Saves you time & m oney r yea r 
after year! 

* Avoid extra luggages 
- Afford able Storage Pricing 

■ Conven ience & Peace of mind 


for more krtxwbm, 

Gbt uEOEdi +m s mm 

w email us locknrollcimesharestorage@gmail.coni. 
locknrollarubistQragetirreshare.si.Tiplesfie.CQrr 
or veil wir to ebook page! 


QUALITY APAhTMENTl 



tend your stay at 


All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free) 

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free) 
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Email: qualitv@setarnet.aw 

_ Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com _ 


















FRIDAY 22 FEBRUARY 


^ICOMICS 


TCDA^ 


Mutts 


THIS IS w\y 

FOLLOWEP By HIS 

I KNOW WHEN 

"IT'S TOO COLP TO 

"WHAT'S THE 

I'VE BEEN 

GO FOR A WALK" 

ALTERNATIVE?" 


FACE. 

FACE. 

^^^^OUT^^ACEP/^^^^^ 

■nb f\ v 

mutts.com \ 



11 a 

Anns mekxMoKMH^isnawmpivfcfus 2 ■ %% 

Chix 


WENT OVER 
TO CHAT WITH 
THE NEW 
NEIGHBORS. 
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THEY KNOW 
ALL ABOUT US' 
THEY’RE 
CHATGOTS/ 




Blondie 


I'M LOOKING FOR MV HUSBAND... 
SOMETIMES HE EATS BREAKFAST 




Mother Goose & Grimm 


SO^S.WHATS 
90UR FAVORITE _ 
NVOV/ETHlS^SARf 


ISLE OF 

P 06 S“ 


"ISLE OF 

l? 06 S“ 


AVNWVN, I LO\JS P’OCjS 
TOO. 5UTWHATS « 
VOUR FAVORITE MOVIE f 



Baby Blues 

MOM, WILL VOU 
A BPlPeSkAAlP 
AT MV UJePPIt46? 



Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


> HE ALSO LIKES TO DRENCH A 
HIS FRENCH TOAST WITH SALSA 
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ACROSS 

1 Obey 
5 Exhibit 
9 Not at all ruddy 
13 Wear away 

15 Juicy fruit 

16 “Queen for_” of 

old TV 

17 Immigrates 

18 Weave together 

20 _ rampage; 
rushing wildly 
about 

21 Corolla or Civic 

23 _ up; joined 
forces 

24 Weight revealer 

26 Popular pet 

27 Summarizes 
29 Tears to bits 

32 Came up 

33 Tribal pole 
35 Corncob 

37 Flyinq insect 

38 _up; 

accumulated 

39 Primary color 

40 Greek letter 

41 Wool bearer 

42 Bit of a jigsaw 
puzzle 

43 Spring 
celebration 

45 Came in second 

46 Split _ soup 

47 Fight like a 
knight 

48 Reverberates 

51 Commercials 

52 “Much _ About 
Nothing” 

55 Quack 
58 Flowed back 

60 Metal corrosion 

61 Slangy refusal 

62 Dinner course 

63 Thurman & 
others 

64 Golf shop 
purchase 

65 Cincinnati team 

DOWN 

1 Short note 

2 Magnet material 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 

3 Canadian Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 

province 

4 Ike’s monogram 

5 Steeple 

6 Female bird 

7 Cereal grain 

8 Miserable 

9 Roof of the 
mouth 

10 Actor Sandler 

11 Mantilla fabric 

12 Open-_; 

watchful 

14 Flee 

19 Provide with 
fresh weapons 
22 Gore & his dad 
25 Money 

27 Skateboarder’s 

incline 38 Game bird 48 Neutral color 

28 Uneven 39 Unfair slant 49 Buddy 

29 Staircase piece 41 Iron alloy 50 _ crush on; is 

30 Tasty 42 Adders’ signs smitten with 

31 Spaghetti topper 44 Soccer & 53 Deceased 

33 Bleachers level softball 54 Likelihood 

34 Bullring cheer 45 Group of whales 56 Part of a sock 

36 Woodwind 47 Seymour & 57 As hairy as an _ 

instrument Pauley 59 Saloon 
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Halley Time Travel 


HEALTH 


Divi Village 

1 BRWK#8&9 
21 & 25 weeks remain 
$9000 each 
Divi links Golf 
1 BR WK# 8 & 9 
27 weeks remain 
$9000 each 

Eagle Resort & Casino 

1 BR WK# 5,67,8 
Ground floor $7000 each 
1 BR WK 7 & 8 $7000 each 
Dutch Village 
1 BR WK 8 $8500 
24 weeks remain 
House For Sale 
Catiri 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
10 Min drive to beach 
Certral located $250 K 
Ponton 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
Swimming pool $350K 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10,000 

2 BR Ocean View $16,000 
2 BR Ocean Front $24,000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 8 $2000 

23 February 2 March 2019 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR Penthouse WK# 11 & 12 
Building 9 the 7th floor 

27 weeks remain $25K each 
Property land for sale 
Savaneta on the main road 
1050 m2 $110.000 american 
dollars 


House for sale 
Opal 

3 bedroom , 2 bath $ 325K 

Costa Linda Beach Resorts 

2 BR wk #10 3rd floor 
Light House view $25K 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden Vie w $14,000 
2 BR Ocean View $ 15,000 
2 BR Ocean Side $16,000 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 27,000 

3 BR Ocean View $26,000 
La Cabana Beach & Casino 
1 BrWk# 11 &12 

4th floor pool/Ocean view 
Sunday check in $ 18, 000 both 
Divi Village 
Studio WK # 6 
22 weeks remain $8000 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 9 $9500 

4th Floor Harbor/Ocean View 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk # 9 

building 6 

5th floor $9000 

30 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BRWk#8 

Biulding # 6 on the 4th floor 
With 29 weeks remain $ 16K 
1 BRWK# 10 biulding #8 
6th floor 28 weeks remain $16K 

Barcelo Resorts 

All inclusive 
Studio wk # 8 & 9 
$25K both 

1 Br DLX wk 2/17 $13K 

1 Br Supreme wk 2/17 $15K 

2 BR PH wk 2/17 $25K 


For Sale By Owner: 

Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
Wk 1/Unit 1408 (15,000) 

Wk 2/1113-($16,000) 

Wks 5 & 6/1315 ($18,000/wk) 
Wks 5 & 6/1521 ($20,000/wk) 
Wk 7/1308 ($18,000) 

Wks 7 & 8/1408 ($18,000) 

Wk 8/1113 ($17,000) 

Wk 8/1409 ($17,000) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 649-9639 
_210601 

FOR SALE 
by Owner 

1 Bedroom, pool & ocean view 
Paradise Beach Villas 
week 6 

Contact: 757 681 2505 

_210839 

Eagle Resort & Casino 

wk 5,6 13 Br, 2 Bth F Reno, S 
Twr 1st fir, F kit, W+D, 44,000 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_210648 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BRWK 11 & 12 

26 weeks remain each 

$9000 each 

Studio Wk 11 

26 weeks remain $8000 

Call:630 1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_210840 

Tremendous Deal 
Renaissance Aruba 

Week #7 Unit #2523 
MF 2019 included 
Price: $9,375 
Call at 737-3006 

_210846 
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Eagle Resort & Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 

_210463 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDRM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROM $26k 
*WK. 51 OV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 
1 Bed $4000 

1 Bed Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2 BedOV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
IB OV $ 1 Ok 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC and 
Unit412BC Plus more. 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


Hospital 
527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 23 

Celebrity Reflection 
AIDAperla 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Call: 6301307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Hurricanes create natural climate change labs in Puerto Rico 


studying nutrients and mi- Overall, global carbon di- 
crobes in the artificially oxide emissions have in- 
warmed plots of land, creased 55 percent in the 



In this Feb. 13, 2019 photo, interns Carolina May, left, and Rosanise Odell, collect water samples 
form one of the warming plots inside the El Yunque tropical rainforest, in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
EL YUNQUE, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — The hurricanes that 
pounded Puerto Rico in 
2017, blasting away most 
of its forest cover, may give 
scientists clues to how the 
world will respond to cli¬ 
mate change and increas¬ 
ingly severe weather. 
Researchers at El Yunque, 
the only tropical rain for¬ 
est overseen by the U.S. 
Forest Service, are running 
controlled studies on how 
plants respond to higher 
temperatures combined — 
since the cataclysmic blow 
from Hurricane Maria — 
with severe weather. 

Not far away, another 
group is looking at how 
hurricanes affect the forest 
environment. 

“It’s a once-in-a-century 
opportunity to look at these 
two aspects of climate 
change together," said 
Tana Wood, a research 
ecologist with the Forest 
Service. 

Wood heads a team test¬ 
ing how plants themselves 
respond to higher temper¬ 
atures. 

The 2017 hurricane sea¬ 
son, with Maria following a 
lesser blow from Hurricane 
Irma, has given them a 
chance as well to see how 
storms affect the recovery 
of ecosystems already un¬ 
der stress, a key concern in 
the Caribbean, where sci¬ 
entists say warmer temper¬ 
atures could lead to more 
intense hurricanes. 

On a recent trek to the site. 
Wood brushed aside thick 
branches and leaves the 
size of laptops as she made 
her way to three plots sur¬ 
rounded by infrared pan¬ 
els that heat the air and 
soil by 4 degrees Celsius 
(7 degrees Fahrenheit). 
The vegetation there was 
shorter and a bit browner 


compared with the three 
unheated control plots. 
The warmed plots run on 


480 volts of electricity, and 
while the lines are isolated 
from the soil, the scien¬ 
tists use insulated boots to 
avoid getting electrocuted 
in case of an accident. 
Nearby, plant physiologist 
Rob Tunison clamped what 
looked like a small com¬ 
pact mirror around a dark 
green leaf to measure pho¬ 
tosynthesis, spending 30 
minutes to an hour per leaf. 
Wood said they are look¬ 
ing at how temperatures 
affect basic processes 
such as photosynthesis — 
by which plants transform 
sunlight into energy while 
absorbing carbon diox¬ 
ide and releasing that gas 
along with oxygen into the 
atmosphere — as well as 
how soils respond. 

The researchers are also 


keeping sending frozen 
samples to a lab in Califor¬ 
nia for analysis. 

Knowledge about tropi¬ 
cal plants and soils could 
eventually be plugged into 
models to determine how 
vastly broader ecosystems 
respond to changes. 

“We are also able to look 
at the potential for tropical 
plants and soils to accli¬ 
mate to consistently warm¬ 
er conditions over time,” 
Wood said. 

Tropical forests play a key 
role in recycling carbon 
dioxide, and they store 
about a third of the world's 
carbon, she said. 

They also help generate 
rainfall across the world 
by releasing water va¬ 
por, which in turn creates 
clouds. 

“Anything that happens 
in these systems can have 
an effect on the world’s cli¬ 
mate,” she said. 

U.S., British and interna¬ 
tional climate agencies re¬ 
ported this month that 2018 
was the fourth-warmest 
year on record, and global 
emissions of heat-trapping 
carbon dioxide saw their 
largest spike in seven years. 


past two decades, and 
Earth has warmed on aver¬ 
age about two-thirds of a 
degree Celsius, according 
to the U.S. National Oce¬ 
anic and Atmospheric Ad¬ 
ministration. 

British meteorologists said in 
early February that the next 
five years could see record- 
breaking temperatures. 
Scientists expect the world 
this year will spew 40.9 bil¬ 
lion tons (37.1 billion metric 
tons) of carbon dioxide, up 
from 39.8 billion tons (36.2 
billion metric tons) last year, 
according to studies by the 
Global Carbon Project. 

Kim Cobb, a climate sci¬ 
entist at Georgia Institute 
of Technology who is not 
involved in the experiments 
at El Yunque, said she was 
not aware of any other 
long-term warming experi¬ 
ments in tropical rainforests. 
“What will happen at their 
site is highly uncertain, be¬ 
cause the rainforest itself 
controls so many aspects 
of the regional water cycle. 
It’s not a system that we 
can model extremely well 
today, let alone under cli¬ 
mate change scenarios,” 
Cobb said. 


“But there is little doubt 
that these kinds of long¬ 
term monitoring sites are 
extremely valuable in ad¬ 
vancing our understand¬ 
ing of the water and car¬ 
bon cycle, and how they 
might change with climate 
change.” 

The $3 million project, partly 
funded by the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Energy, is in its 
fourth year and Wood said 
she hopes it can run indefi¬ 
nitely. 

Scientists took a one-year 
hiatus after Hurricane Ma¬ 
ria hit Puerto Rico on Sept. 
20, 2017, so they could sep¬ 
arate the effect of warm¬ 
ing from the effect of the 
storm, which caused more 
than $100 billion in dam¬ 
age and toppled trees like 
dominoes. 

A couple of miles from 
Woods’ experiment, scien¬ 
tists including those from 
the International Institute of 
Tropical Forestry are look¬ 
ing at how hurricanes af¬ 
fect the tropical forest. They 
began by trimming away 
the canopy leaves above 
patches of forest to mimic 
the effects of a storm. 

They hired arborists to cut 
tree branches and spread 
them across the forest floor 
to study how light and 
water move through the 
changed ecosystem and 
the impact that the debris 
has on soil microbes. 

They also monitor cloud 
base heights to get a sense 
of how changes could af¬ 
fect rainfall. 

Maria suddenly gave them 
a real-life test. 

“It poses a lot of challenges 
but a lot of opportunities 
to move the science for¬ 
ward,” said Grizelle Gonza¬ 
lez, a project leader. 

The experiments are ex¬ 
pected to continue for 
several years, barring any 
interruptions from storms as 
the Caribbean prepares for 
another Atlantic hurricane 
season that starts June 1. 
Cobb, the global warming 
scientist, praised the ongo¬ 
ing experiments. 

“It is well worth the effort," 
she said. 

“The raw beauty of these 
environments is really only 
matched by their immense 
scientific potential.”□ 
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Get hip to this: Paris wants Olympic debut for breakdance 



In this file picture taken with a long time exposure on March 12, 2017, Jannis Bednarzik performs 
during the German Breakdance Championships in Magdeburg, Germany. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — From the 
streets of New York to the 
Olympic podium: Break¬ 
dancing's conquest of the 
globe seemingly knows no 
bounds. 

Getting hip to breakdanc¬ 
ing’s appeal with young 
audiences, organizers of 
the 2024 Paris Olympics 
want the dance sport that 
spread from New York in 
the 1970s to become a 
medal event at the games. 
The final decision on which 
events make the cut will be 
made by the International 
Olympic Committee af¬ 
ter the 2020 Tokyo Games. 
But simply being proposed 
on Thursday by Paris for 
an Olympic debut in 2024 
was hailed by breakers as 
a milestone that will boost 
breakdancing's global 
footprint and its accep¬ 
tance as a bona fide com¬ 
petitive sport. 

“It's a victory for us. Even if 
it goes no further, we'll still 
have won,” said Mounir 
Biba, one of the foremost 
breakdancers in France, 
which is a stronghold of the 
sport. 

Also on Paris’ wish-list are 
climbing , surfing and skate¬ 
boarding — which will all 


make their Olympic debuts 
at the 2020 Tokyo Games. 
The head of the Paris or¬ 
ganizing committee, Tony 
Estanguet, announced the 
selection, disappointing 
other sports that lobbied 
for a spot, including karate 
and squash. 

Paris’ proposal is the four 
sports together enter 248 
athletes, evenly split be¬ 
tween men and women. 


Room would have to be 
made elsewhere in the 
program to stay within 
the IOC’s ceiling of 10,500 
Olympians in total. 

In competitive breakdanc¬ 
ing, also called breaking, 
breakers — alone or in 
teams — face off against 
each other in “battles,” 
taking turns to show off an 
array of imaginative, ac¬ 
robatic and improvised 


moves to a DJ’s beats, 
watched by a judging 
panel that picks the win¬ 
ner. Breaking featured at 
the Youth Olympic Games 
last year. 

“There’s simply no doubt 
about the athletic aspects 
of the discipline,” said Biba, 
fielding numerous questions 
at the Paris announcement 
about how breaking quali¬ 
fies as a sport. 


“I defy Cristiano Ronaldo 
to do just one of my move¬ 
ments," he said. Organiz¬ 
ers noted the proposed 
sports have broad appeal 
to young people, large 
and active audiences on 
social media and, with 
skateboarding and break¬ 
ing in particular, an urban 
base. Another advantage 
for Paris as it seeks to satisfy 
IOC efforts for less waste¬ 
ful games is the four sports 
shouldn’t need large and 
complex new venues. 
Estanguet said Paris or¬ 
ganizers are also aiming 
to make the 2024 Games 
more participative than 
ever, by allowing members 
of the public to test them¬ 
selves against the perfor¬ 
mances of Olympic ath¬ 
letes, in the real world or 
virtually. That could include 
organizing a public mara¬ 
thon on the same route the 
Olympians run on, and on 
the same day. Organizers 
also are exploring connect¬ 
ed technology that might 
allow spectators to virtually 
compete against Olym¬ 
pians. That could include 
riding a stationary bike at 
home and comparing that 
performance against those 
of cyclists in the Olympic 
races.Q 


‘The Uninhabitable Earth’ explores climate doomsday 


By KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 

“The Uninhabitable Earth: 
Life After Warming” (Tim 
Duggan Books), by David- 
Wallace-Wells. 

The science is clear: Mas¬ 
sive fossil fuel use by hu¬ 
mans is raising tempera¬ 
tures in the oceans and 
air, the seas are rising, and 
we aren’t building nearly 
enough green energy to 
slow the process. 

But does preaching global 
doom inspire change, or 
just resignation? The worth 
of “The Uninhabitable 
Earth: Life After Warming” 
by David Wallace-Wells 
hinges on that question. 
“The Uninhabitable Earth” 
originated as a long essay 
for New York magazine in 
2017, and the book repeats 
the same formula. Wal- 
lace-Wells argues that it is 


past time to be very afraid 
about the devastation that 
humans and ecosystems 
will suffer. 

Some scientists criticized 
the extreme tone of the 
magazine piece, but Da¬ 
vid Archer, a respected cli¬ 
mate expert at the Univer¬ 
sity of Chicago, said then 
that Wallace-Wells “is not 
wrong, wildly misleading, or 
out of bounds of the discus¬ 
sion we should be having 
about climate change.” 

But if the book is justified 
in discussing worst-case 
scenarios, Wallace-Wells 
repeatedly confuses the 
message by bouncing be¬ 
tween alarm and caution. 
There's the title, yet soon 
we’re told that “it is unlikely 
that climate change will 
render the planet truly un¬ 
inhabitable." 

He writes that the Syr- 
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Lift After I Vanning 

David 

Wallace-Wells 


* 


This cover image released by 
Tim Duggan Books shows “The 
Uninhabitable Earth: Life After 
Warming,” by David Wallace- 
Wells. 

Associated Press 

ian civil war was “inflamed 
by climate change and 
drought,” but later adds 


that scientists say it is “not 
exactly fair to say the con¬ 
flict is the result of warm¬ 
ing.” 

Books should also have 
deeper narratives than 
magazine pieces, and 
“The Uninhabitable Earth” 
doesn’t. Wallace-Wells 
speculates about climate 
doomsday from every 
possible angle, but says 
little about the tremendous 
global progress in reducing 
wind or solar power costs. 
A single wonky chapter 
on the benefits, costs and 
challenges of bringing a 
green energy revolution to 
New York City would have 
been welcome, and timely. 
Generals motivate troops 
by searching for ways to 
win, not by telling everyone 
they are doomed to die. 
The book suffers from un¬ 
necessary hyperbole. 


too. Wallace-Wells loses 
credibility with claims that 
“global warming has im¬ 
probably compressed into 
two generations the entire 
story of human civilization” 
and that three or more de¬ 
grees of warming “would 
unleash suffering beyond 
anything that humans have 
ever experienced through 
many millennia." One won¬ 
ders where Wallace-Wells 
places the Bubonic plague 
and deaths from malaria, 
typhoid, AIDS, starvation, 
war, the Holocaust and the 
like. 

Yet the time to slow climate 
change is running out, so 
perhaps the tone of “The 
Uninhabitable Earth” is a 
necessary response. If the 
book inspires a new gen¬ 
eration of climate activists, 
more power to Wallace- 
WellsO 
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What will win best picture? It’s a maddeningly close race 



This image released by Focus Features shows Adam Driver, left, and John David Washington in a 
scene from “BlacKkKIansman.” 


By JAKE COYLE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — On a 

year where one of the lead 
Oscar contenders is titled 
“The Favourite,” the 91st 
Academy Awards lack a 
clear front runner. 

Normally a fairly predict¬ 
able process with one or 
two favorites, this year's 
best picture race has been 
maddeningly unclear, al¬ 
most devious in its contra¬ 
dictions. The guild awards, 
usually a road map to the 
Oscars, have spread their 
honors around like never 
before. Not one of the top 
prizes from the leading 
guilds has lined up with an¬ 
other. 

The producers went for 
“Green Book," the direc¬ 
tors chose “Roma,” the 
actors voted for “Black 
Panther,” the editors chose 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” 
and “The Favourite,” the 
cinematographers elected 
“Cold War” and the writ¬ 
ers picked “Can You Ever 
Forgive Me?” and “Eighth 
Grade," a movie the acad¬ 
emy snubbed entirely. 

The inconsistency has be¬ 
fuddled onlookers. Variety 


called it “uncharted territo¬ 
ry.” Deadline suggested it is 
“one of the closest races in 
academy history.” 

Oscar balloting concluded 
Tuesday night. With days to 
go before show time Sun¬ 
day, here's a rundown of 
the contenders and why 
each one has reason to 
hope. 


ROMA: Many think this is 
Netflix’s Oscar to lose, and, 
boy, do they want to win 
it. Alfonso Cuaron’s black- 
and-white drama has some 
major dings against it. Most 
notably it was entirely over¬ 
looked by the Screen Ac¬ 
tors Guild. 

(All but two films in the last 
20 years have needed a 
SAG ensemble nod to win 
best picture.) But it remains 
the critics’ choice (both 
New York and Los Angeles 
critics groups named it best 
film), and it won at both the 
Directors Guild Awards and 
the BAFTAs. 

Its 10 nominations evi¬ 
dence widespread esteem 
for “Roma,” including two 
unexpected acting nods 
(Yalitza Aparacio, Marina 
de Tavira). Some promi¬ 
nent academy members 
(like Steven Spielberg ) 
have said the Emmys are 
the proper place for Netflix 
films. But “Roma,” Netflix’s 
first best-picture nominee, 
may have turned the tide. 
It would be doubly historic: 
“Roma" would be the first 
foreign-language best-pic¬ 
ture winner. 

GREEN BOOK: Peter Farrel- 
ly’s interracial road trip dra¬ 
ma seems to be the stron¬ 
gest challenger to “Roma.” 
It won at both the Golden 
Globes and the Producers 
Guild Awards , which, like 
the Oscars, use a prefer¬ 
ential ballot. But no movie 


Associated Press 

has been more dogged by 
criticism. While some see a 
snappy, feel-good buddy 
movie, others see an out¬ 
dated and inauthentic 
set-up that trades on ra¬ 
cial stereotypes. In a close 
race, can such a polarizing 
film win? “Green Book,” so 
often compared to 1989’s 
best picture-winning “Driv¬ 
ing Miss Daisy," may be ex¬ 
actly the kind of movie that 
once won best picture. But 
the film academy’s mem¬ 
bership has in recent years 
diversified and grown more 
international. 

THE FAVOURITE: Yorgos Lan- 
thimos’ period romp comes 
tied with “Roma" for the 
most nominations and yet it 
has few assured wins. It won 
seven awards at the BAFTAs 
(where “Roma" ultimately 
took the top award). As a 
British period drama, “The 
Favourite” has the look of 
a traditional Oscar winner 
but gleefully inverts and 
subverts typical traits of the 
genre — making it kind of a 
perfect Academy Awards 
Trojan horse. 

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY: Crit¬ 
ics don't like it. Some say it 
sanitizes Freddie Mercury’s 
homosexuality. And its di¬ 
rector, Bryan Singer, was 
fired mid-production and is 
now facing (and denying) 
numerous allegations of 
sexual misconduct . These 
are not the normal ingre¬ 
dients for a best-picture 


contender. And yet “BoR- 
hap” abides. Not only that, 
Singer’s biopic is a massive 
hit, especially abroad, with 
more than $850 million in 
ticket sales worldwide. It 
won not just best picture, 
drama, at the Globes, but 
took top honors at the ACE 
Eddie Awards as the best 
edited drama. Were “Bo¬ 
hemian Rhapsody" to win, 
some would slam it as the 
worst best-picture winner 
ever. Fans would simply 
sing “We Are the Champi¬ 
ons.” 

A STAR IS BORN: Something 
went amiss for the once- 
presumed front-runner. 
Bradley Cooper's remake 
(also a box-office hit with 
$423 million globally) has 
been nominated just about 
everywhere and yet has 
gone home with little, be¬ 
sides awards for its music. 
It still scored seven Oscar 
nominations, but not since 
1934 has a movie without 
either a directing or editing 
nod won best picture. No 
amount of Cooper cam¬ 
eos at Lady Gaga concerts 
seems able to save it. Also 
not helping: only two re¬ 
makes have ever won best 
picture: 1959’s “Ben-Flur” 
and 2006’s “The Depart¬ 
ed.” 

BLACK PANTHER: First the 
bad news. Only once be¬ 
fore has a movie with no 
other major nominations 
won best picture, and that 
was “Wings" in 1927, when 
they were giving out two 
top awards (the other went 
to “Sunrise"). The academy 
tried to bring back that 
best-picture dichotomy for 
this Oscars, only to aban¬ 
don plans for a best popu- 
lar film category that “Black 
Panther” would have likely 
won. 

But Ryan Coogler's Mar¬ 
vel epic, the first superhero 
movie ever nominated for 
best picture, is unique in 
many ways. It’s the year's 
biggest domestic hit with 
more than $700 million in 
North America where it 
was received as a cultural 
milestone. It also triumphed 
at the Screen Actors Guild 
Awards . A best-picture 
win wouldn’t be the first 
time “Black Panther" made 
history .□ 
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‘Empire’ actor charged with making false police report 


By DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — “Empire" 
actor Jussie Smollett was 
charged Wednesday with 
making a false police re¬ 
port when he said he was 
attacked in downtown 
Chicago by two men who 
hurled racist and anti-gay 
slurs and looped a rope 
around his neck, police 
said. 

Police spokesman Anthony 
Guglielmi said prosecu¬ 
tors charged Smollett with 
felony disorderly conduct, 
an offense that could bring 
one to three years in prison 
and force the actor to pay 
for the cost of the investiga¬ 
tion into his report of a Jan. 
29 beating. 

Authorities were trying to 
get in touch with Smollett’s 
attorneys to “negotiate 
a reasonable surrender," 
Guglielmi said. That could 
involve the actor, who is 
black and gay, turning him¬ 
self in to a Chicago police 
station. 

Police did not have a time 
frame for how long the ac¬ 
tor would be given. 

“We are trying to be diplo¬ 
matic and reasonable, and 
we’re hoping he does the 
same," Guglielmi said. 

The charges emerged on 
the same day that de¬ 
tectives and two brothers 
who were earlier deemed 
suspects testified before a 
grand jury. Smollett’s attor¬ 
neys met with prosecutors 
and police, but it was un¬ 
known what they discussed 
or whether Smollett attend¬ 
ed the meeting. 

In a statement, attorneys 
Todd Pugh and Victor Hen¬ 
derson said Smollett “enjoys 
the presumption of inno¬ 
cence, particularly when 
there has been an investi¬ 
gation like this one where 
information, both true and 
false, has been repeatedly 
leaked.” 

The announcement of the 
charges followed a flurry of 
activity in recent days, in¬ 
cluding lengthy interviews 
of the brothers by authori¬ 
ties, a search of their home 
and their release after po¬ 
lice cleared them. 
Investigators have not said 
what the brothers told de¬ 
tectives or what evidence 


detectives collected. But it 
became increasingly clear 
that serious questions had 


arisen about Smollett’s ac¬ 
count — something police 
signaled Friday when they 
announced a “significant 
shift in the trajectory” of the 
probe after the brothers 
were freed. 

Smollett, who plays a gay 
character on the hit Fox 
television show, said he 
was attacked as he was 
walking home from a Sub¬ 
way sandwich shop. He 
said the masked men 
beat him, made deroga¬ 
tory comments and yelled 
“This is MAGA country” — 
an apparent reference to 
President Donald Trump’s 
campaign slogan, “Make 
America Great Again” — 
before fleeing. 

Earlier Wednesday, Fox En¬ 
tertainment and 20th Cen¬ 
tury Fox Television issued a 
statement saying Smollett 
“continues to be a con¬ 
summate professional on 
set” and that his charac¬ 
ter is not being written off 
the show. The series is shot 
in Chicago and follows a 
black family as they navi¬ 
gate the ups and downs of 
the recording industry. 

The studio's statement fol¬ 
lowed reports that Smol¬ 
lett's role was being slashed 
amid the police investiga¬ 
tion. 

Whispers about Smollett’s 


potential role in the attack 
started with reports that he 
had not fully cooperated 


with police and word that 
detectives in a city bristling 
with surveillance cameras 
could not find video of the 
attack. 

Detectives did find and re¬ 
lease images of two peo¬ 
ple they said they wanted 
to question and last week 
picked up the brothers at 
O'Hare Airport as they re¬ 
turned from Nigeria. Police 
questioned the men and 
searched their apartment. 
The brothers, who were 
identified by their attorney 
as Abimbola “Abel” and 
Olabinjo “Ola” Osundairo, 
were held for nearly 48 
hours on suspicion of as¬ 
saulting Smollett. 

The day after they were re¬ 
leased, police said the men 
provided information that 
had “shifted the trajectory 
of the investigation,” and 
detectives requested an¬ 
other interview with Smol¬ 
lett. 

Police said one of the men 
had appeared on “Em¬ 
pire,” and Smollett’s attor¬ 
neys said one of the men is 
the actor's personal trainer, 
whom he hired to help get 
him physically ready for a 
music video. The actor re¬ 
leased his debut album, 
“Sum of My Music,” last 
year. 

Smollett was charged by 


prosecutors, not the grand 
jury. The police spokesman 
said the brothers appeared 


before the panel to “lock in 
their testimony.” 

Speaking outside the court¬ 
house where the grand jury 
met, the brothers' attorney 
said the two men testified 
for about two and a half 
hours. 

“There was a point where 
this story needed to be 
told, and they manned up 
and they said we're go¬ 
ing to correct this,” Gloria 
Schmidt said. 

She said her clients did not 
care about a plea deal or 
immunity. “You don’t need 
immunity when you have 
the truth,” she said. 

She also said her clients re¬ 
ceived money from Smol¬ 
lett, but she did not elabo¬ 
rate. 

Smollett has been active 
in LBGTQ issues, and initial 
reports of the assault drew 
outrage and support for 
him on social media, in¬ 
cluding from Sen. Kamala 
Harris of California and TV 
talk show host Ellen DeGe- 
neres. 

Referring to a published ac¬ 
count of the attack. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump told re¬ 
porters at the White House 
that “it doesn’t get worse, 
as far as I'm concerned.” 
But several hours after 
Smollett was declared a 
suspect and the charges 


announced, there was little 
reaction from celebrities 
online. 

Former Cook County pros¬ 
ecutor Andrew Weisberg 
said judges rarely throw 
defendants in prison for 
making false reports, opt¬ 
ing instead to place them 
on probation, particularly if 
they have no prior criminal 
record. 

Smollett has a record — 
one that concerns giving 
false information to police 
when he was pulled over 
on suspicion of driving 
under the influence. Ac¬ 
cording to records, he was 
also charged with false 
impersonation and driving 
without a license. He later 
pleaded no contest to a 
reduced charge and took 
an alcohol education and 
treatment program. 
Another prospective prob¬ 
lem is the bill someone 
might receive after false¬ 
ly reporting a crime that 
prompted a nearly month¬ 
long investigation, includ¬ 
ing the collection and re¬ 
view of hundreds of hours 
of surveillance video. 
Weisberg recently repre¬ 
sented a client who was 
charged with making a 
false report after surveil¬ 
lance video discredited her 
account of being robbed 
by three men at O’Hare 
Airport. 

For an investigation that 
took only a single day, his 
client had to split restitution 
of $8,400, Weisberg said. 
In Smollett's case, “I can 
imagine that this would be 
easily into the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars." 

Earlier this week, Chica¬ 
go’s top prosecutor. Cook 
County State's Attorney 
Kim Foxx, announced that 
she had recused herself 
from the investigation. 

Her office explained 
Wednesday that Foxx 
made the decision “out of 
an abundance of caution” 
because of conversations 
she had with one of Smol¬ 
lett's family members just 
after the report. When the 
relative expressed con¬ 
cerns about the case, Foxx 
“facilitated a connection" 
between the family mem¬ 
ber and detectives, ac¬ 
cording to a statements 



In this May 20, 2016 file photo, actor and singer Jussie Smollett attends the “Empire” FYC Event in 
Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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Future rabbis plant with Palestinians, sow rift with Israel 



In this Friday, Jan. 25, 2019 photo, American rabbinical students take a group photo, with the 
village of Attuwani in the background, during a day planting olive trees, near Hebron in the West 
Bank. 


By ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press 
AT-TUWANI, West Bank (AP) 

— Young American rab¬ 
binical students are do¬ 
ing more than visiting holy 
sites, learning Hebrew and 
poring over religious texts 
during their year abroad in 
Israel. 

In a stark departure from 
past programs focused on 
strengthening ties with Is¬ 
rael and Judaism, the new 
crop of rabbinical students 
is reaching out to the Pales¬ 
tinians. The change reflects 
a divide between Israeli 
and American Jews that 
appears to be widening. 
On a recent winter morn¬ 
ing, Tyler Dratch, a 26-year- 
old rabbinical student at 
Hebrew College in Boston, 
was among some two doz¬ 
en Jewish students planting 
olive trees in the Palestinian 
village of At-Tuwani in the 
southern West Bank. The 
only Jews that locals typi¬ 
cally see are either Israeli 
soldiers or ultranational¬ 
ist settlers. “Before com¬ 
ing here and doing this, I 
couldn't speak intelligently 
about Israel," Dratch said. 
“We're saying that we can 
take the same religion set¬ 
tlers use to commit vio¬ 
lence in order to commit 
justice, to make peace.” 
Dratch, not wanting to be 
mistaken for a settler, cov¬ 
ered his Jewish skullcap 
with a baseball cap. He 
followed the group down 
a rocky slope to see marks 
that villagers say settlers left 
last month: “Death to Ar¬ 
abs” and “Revenge” spray- 
painted in Hebrew on boul¬ 
ders and several uprooted 
olive trees, their stems sev¬ 
ered from clumps of dirt. 
This year’s student program 
also includes a tour of the 
flashpoint West Bank city of 
Hebron, a visit to an Israeli 
military court that pros¬ 
ecutes Palestinians and a 
meeting with an activist 
from the Hamas-controlled 
Gaza Strip, which is block¬ 
aded by Israel. 

The program is run by 
“T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call 
for Human Rights,” a U.S.- 
based network of rabbis 
and cantors. 

Most of T’ruah’s member¬ 
ship, and all students in 


the Israel program, are af¬ 
filiated with the Reform, 
Reconstructionist and Con¬ 
servative movements — 
liberal streams of Judaism 
that represent the majority 
of American Jews. These 
movements are marginal¬ 
ized in Israel, where rabbis 
from the stricter Orthodox 
stream dominate religious 
life. The T'ruah program, 
now in its seventh year, is 
meant to supplement stu¬ 
dents' standard curricular 
fare: Hebrew courses, reli¬ 
gious text study, field trips 
and introductions to Jewish 
Israeli society. Though the 
program is optional, T’ruah 
says some 70 percent of 
the visiting American rab¬ 
binical students from the 
liberal branches of Judaism 
choose to participate. 

The year-long program is 
split into one semester, fo¬ 
cused on Israel’s occupa¬ 
tion of the West Bank, and 
another, on alleged human 
rights abuses inside Israel. 
T’ruah claims its West Bank 
encounters aren’t one-off 
acts of community service, 
but experiences meant to 
be carried home and dis¬ 
seminated to future con¬ 
gregations. 

“We want to propel them 
to action, so they invite 
their future rabbinates to 
work toward ending the 
occupation,” said Rabbi 
Ian Chesir-Teran, T’ruah’s 


rabbinic educator in Israel. 
The group began its trip in 
the most Jewish of ways, a 
discussion about the week¬ 
ly Torah portion that turned 
into a spirited debate 
about the Ten Command¬ 
ments. 

“The Torah says don't covet 
your neighbor's fields, and 
we're going to a Palestin¬ 
ian village whose private 
land has been confiscated 
for the sake of covetous 
Jews building settlements," 
Chesir-Teran said. 

As their bus trundled 
through the terraced hills 
south of Hebron, students 
listened to a local activist’s 
condensed history of the 
combustible West Bank, 
which Israel captured in 
the 1967 Mideast war. 


Associated Press 

As part of interim peace 
deals in the 1990s, the West 
Bank was carved up into 
autonomous and semi- 
autonomous Palestinian 
areas, along with a section 
called Area C that remains 
under exclusive Israeli con¬ 
trol. 

The destinations of the day 

— the Palestinian villages of 
At-Tuwani and Ar-Rakkes — 
sit in Area C, also home to 
around 450,000 Israeli set¬ 
tlers. Palestinians seek all of 
the West Bank as the heart¬ 
land of a hoped-for inde¬ 
pendent state. 

The group was guided by 
villagers to their olive trees 

— an age-old Palestinian 
symbol and a more recent 
casualty of the struggle for 
land with Israeli settlers. 


Israeli security officials re¬ 
ported a dramatic spike 
last year in settler violence 
against Palestinians. 

Yishai Fleisher, a settler 
spokesman, blamed the 
attacks on the “atmo¬ 
sphere of tension” in the 
West Bank. “We’re against 
vigilantism, unequivocally,” 
he said. 

As Israeli soldiers watched 
from the hilltop, Palestin¬ 
ians and Jews dug their fin¬ 
gers into the crumbling soil, 
setting down roots where 
holes torn out of the field 
hinted at recent vandalism. 
Dratch said he came of 
age in Pennsylvania dur¬ 
ing the violent years of the 
second Palestinian upris¬ 
ing in the early 2000s. “My 
religious education was 
steeped in fear of Palestin¬ 
ians,” he said. 

But in college, Dratch's 
ideas about Israel changed. 
Dratch says he still supports 
Israel, while opposing its 
policies in the West Bank. 
“I realized I could be Zionist 
without turning my back on 
my neighbor, on Palestin¬ 
ians,” he said. 

With hundreds of young 
American rabbis sharing 
such sentiments, some in Is¬ 
rael find the trend alarming. 
“I worry about a passion for 
social justice becoming 
co-opted by far-left politics 
among future American 
Jewish leaders,” said Yossi 
Klein Halevi, a senior fellow 
at the Shalom Hartman In¬ 
stitute, a Jewish research 
center in Jerusalem. 

“Future rabbis are margin¬ 
alizing themselves from the 
overwhelming majority of 
Israeli Jews," he added. 

As Israel heads toward 
elections in April, opinion 
polls point to another vic¬ 
tory for Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu and his 
religious, nationalist allies. 

In the U.S., meanwhile, sur¬ 
veys show American Jews, 
particularly the younger 
generation, holding far 
more dovish views toward 
Palestinians and religious 
pluralism. Netanyahu’s 
close friendship with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump has 
further alienated many 
American Jews, who tend 
to vote overwhelmingly 
Democratic. □ 



In this Friday, Jan. 25, 2019 photo, young American rabbinical 
student tour an olive grove that was vandalized by neighboring 
Israeli settlers, near the West Bank village of Attuwani, south of 
Hebron. 

Associated Press 














